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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS SOCIE» 
TIES OF THE LORD'S NEW CHURCH, 


In Loypon, Mancugster, BirmINGHAM, Bars ro, 
LrvxROOL, BLACK BURNR, BoLToN, WHITEFIELD, 
Krentey, Hull, CrxrstTER, STROUD, Orpnau, 


 WAsSHERLANE, &c. 
Deareſt Brethren, 


Tus little work which I have now 
the happineſs of preſenting to you (which 
a fervent deſire to promote your ſpiritual 
good, induced me carefully to compile, and 
which the friendly aid you have afforded, has 
enabled me fo extenſively to circulate) it 
may be expected, perhaps, that I ſhould 
introduce with ſuch prefatory obſervations 
as may ſerve to illuſtrate the ends which it is 


intended to anſwer; and this cannot better 


be done, I conceive, than in the words of the: 
judicious Dr. Watts, who, in his © rational 
foundation of a chriſtian church, ” has expreſſed 
himſelf thus. 


«I am very much of the mind that 
articles of religion, confeſſions, catechiſms, 
and ſhort ſummaries of the chriftian faith, 
are very uſeful and neceſſary amongſt the 
churches of CukIsr, for ſeveral reaſons; and 


particularly, 


J To 


[ ir 3 


I. To cis A SHORT AND COMPENDI. 


OUS VIEW OF THE CHIEF AND MOST NE- 
CESSARY POINTS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELI- 
GION, WHICH LIE SCATTERED UP AND DOWN 
IN MANY DISTANT PLACES OF SCRIPTURE: 
and, for this reaſon, ſuch books are very 


profitable for all chriſtian families, to teach 


the young and the ignorant the ſum and ſubſtance 
of what they miuft believe and pructiſe in order 
to ſalvation; for though every thing neceſſary 
be plainly contained in the word. of God, 
yet perſons. that haue little time, and little 
knowledge, and weak reaſon, would be at a 
great loſs to collect all their faith and duty 


from ſo large a book as the bible, without 


dome teacher, They would want ſome in- 
een who might lay 17 things together in 


an eaſy met bod, or ſome ſyſtems, confeſſions, 


or catechiſms, wherem it is done already. 
Though theſe catechiſms and confeſſions 
Mou be examined by the apord of Gop, ſo far 
as every perſon is capable, and /bould be no 
farther received than they bear a conformity 
i thereto, * all that are he age we: exami- 


. & thi articles, or - ſummaries m the ori 
tian religion, are uſeful 4% bold forth to the 
worlil what are, in general, the ſentiments of; uch 
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this is proper on many accounts, ſo it is of 
uſe, in order to make the way to their com- 
munion evident and eaſy; and that ather cbriſti- 
ans may know whether they agree with them 
in what is efſential to cbriſtianity, and may 
judge whether they could ſeek or defire conſlant 


or occafional communion with them ; and that 


other churches may judge whether they 
ſhould admit their members to communion; 
this alſo may tend to encourage more zealous 


and hearty conſultations, and mutual aſſiſt- 


ances toward the ſupport of their common 
chriſtianity; provided that theſe articles are 
drawn up with judgment, and theſe things 
are managed with prudence and charity. 


Such are, or ſhould be, the articles of the 
church of Eugland, which proclaim her doc- 
trine and diſcipline to the world: ſuch are, 
or ſhould be, the Weſtminſter Aſſembly's confeſe 


Fon of faith, or that of the Savoy, and the two 


catechiſms which ſhew the faith and worſhip 


of the Engliſh diſſenters : ſuch are, or ſhould 


be, the confeſſions of the foreign reformed 
churches; of all which it may be ſaid in 


general, they are very good ſummaries of 


the chriſtian religion, however they may 
differ in leſſer points and circumſtances. 
All theſe have been of unſpeakable advan- 
tage in the church of CHRIST, not only 7 

train 
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train up children and families in the knowledge 
of divine truths, but to hold forth to all the 
world upon what foundations the proteſtant 
churches are built, and to declare what their 
| faith i is, and what their practice. 


In addition to theſe ſenſible obſervations 
of this judicious writer, it is not needful, if 
it be poſſible, to fay more on the nature and 


intention of the following Extracts; they 


are ſubmitted, therefore, without further 
preface, to your ferious peruſal. 


That, by the bleſſing of heaven, they 
may be a means of conveying to the minds 
of the world in general, but eſpecially to 
the junior members of the church, clear and 
fatisfactory ideas of the principal doctrines 
taught in the writings of our enlightened 
author, and of leading to that right under- 


ſtanding of the Hory Word, and to that 


living faith derived therefrom, which, by a 
ſuitable life, may miniſter unto them a more 
abundant entrance into the kingdom of 


Tighteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 
"Ghoſt, is the earneſt prayer of, 


DRA BRETHREN, 
Your obliged and devoted Servant, 


HENRY BARRY PEACOCK. 


Birmingham, July 26, 1799. 
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CAP. to. 


I. $ 8 the acknowledgment of 
God, ariſing from a true know- 
ledge of him, conſtituteth the eſſence and 


ſoul of every part of theology, it is expedi- 


ent to begin with 


Tae UNITY or GOD.” U. T. 5. 


This extract needs but little comment. It will ma- 
nifeſtly appear to every one who is at the pains to con- 
fider the ſubject maturely, that a right knowledge of 
Gov, is indeed the very life of all true religion, and the 
rock on which the church is built. Marr. xvi. 18. 
Hence, in the prophetical parts of the noLY word, it 
was promiſed, that in the days of evangelical blefſed- 
neſs this right knowledge of Gop ſhould be revealed; 
that the earth ſhould be filled with the KNowLEDGE of 
the Log, even as the waters do cover the ſea. Is. xi. g. 
and that all ſhould xxo him, from the leaſt to the 
greateſt. I RAM. xxxXi. 34. This knowledge is, indeed, 
the pearl of great price, which all ſhould ſeek to find, 
and for which, when found, they ſhould /e all they 
have, Marr, xiii, 46. 


A II. F De- 


3. 


II. 5 Demonſtrable from Rx Aso. All 
principles of human reaſon agree, and, as it 
were, concentre in this, that there is one 
God, the Creator of the Univerſe; wherefore 
a reaſonable man, by virtue of the common 
principle of underſtanding, thinks no other- 
wiſe, nor can think otherwiſe. Tell any one 
that hath ſound reaſon, that there are 0 
Creators of the Univerſe, and you will find 
in yourſelf a repugnance thence ariſing, and 
poſſibly from the bare ſound of the words m 
your ear; whence it is evident, that all prin- 


ciples of human reaſon join and centre in 


this, that Gop is One. There are two cauſes 
why this is ſo; the ft is, becauſe the faculty 
of thinking rationally, viewed in itſelf, is not 
of man, but of Gop in him ; on this faculty 
depends human reaſon in its common [ ground 
or principle]; and this common [ground or 
principle) cauſeth it to ſee, as from itſelf, that 
Go is Ons : the other is, becauſe man, by 
means of that faculty, either is in the light of 
heaven, or derives the common [ground or 
principle] of his thought thence; and it is an 
univerſal of the light of heaven, that Gop is 
Ov: the caſe is otherwiſe if man, by virtue 
of that faculty, hath perverted the inferior 


things of his underſtanding; ſuch an one, in- 
/ D n ly N deed, 
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deed, poſſeſſes the faculty, but, by the intor- 
ſion of the inferior principles, he turns it an- 
other way ; whereby his reaſon becomes not 


ſound.” D. L. 23. 


III. © It is true, indeed, there are ſome 
men who deny the Being of a Gop, and ſet up 
nature in his ſtead; and others who worſhip 
more Gods than one, and likewiſe pay divine 
adoration to images ; but the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe they have cloſed up the interiors of their 
reaſon, or underſtanding, with worldly and 
corporeal things ; and have thereby obliterat- 
ed the primitive idea of Gop, or that which 
was impreſſed upon them in their infancy ; 
and at the ſame time have baniſhed all reli- 
gion from their boſoms, caſting - it behind 
them.“ U. T. 9. 


That every rational mind, agreeable to the teachings 
of our author, thinks and believes that there is one only 
Gop (meaning thereby individually one) is ſufficiently 
evident : this, indeed, always has been the caſe, and al- 
ways muſt. This precept of rational wiſdom, ** There 
is one God, and there is none other but he, MAR. xii. 
32. hath been handed down from age to age, from gene- 
ration to generation; and muſt always continue to be 
acknowledged as long as the world exiſts, and there are 
rational minds on the face of it. The cauſe of this, as 
afſigned by the author, viz. that the underſtanding of 
ſuch perſons is under the influence of Gop and heaven, 
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merits the moſt ſerious notice; for if this be true, (and 
our bibles confirm the truth of it, for it is written, We 
are not ſufficient of ourſelves ta think any thing as of 
ourſelves, but all our ſufficiency is of Gop”') then it 


follows that this precept of right reaſon is the voice of 


Gop and the language of heaven; a conſideration 
which induces a readier as well as a more ſtedfaſt 
acknowledgmeut of it. It is added, however, that, 
notwithſtanding this, there are thoſe (and the number 


is greater perhaps than is generally ſuppoſed) who 


believe in a plurality of Gops, having formed an idea 
of more divine beings than one; the cauſe of it, how-. 
ever, evidently is, the. thinking and judging from and 
under the influence of worldly error, and the traditional 
doctrines of men, to the excluſion of the light of inde- 
pendent reaſon and the voice of Goo. Every per'on 
who thinks freely and independently, and judgeth of 
himſelf what is right, Luxx xii. 57. with a mind per- 
fectly unbiafſed by the authorities of man, ſtill continues 
to believe that there is but one King of Saints; one 
* everlaſting Father; one good Shepherd; one 
« LokDp; one ©* Maſter; in a word, but one Gop, 


IV. & Demonftrable from REvELATION. 
* As the holy ſcriptures maintain the exi- 
ence of a Gop, ſo do they alſo maintain his 
UNITY ; inaſmuch as the truths thereof have 
an orderly conſiſtence and coherence ; and do 
ſo affect the underſtanding, that a man cannot 
poſſibly, under their influence, frame an idea 
of more Gops than one. Hence every one 
whoſe reaſon is at all tinctured with the di- 

vine 
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vine ſanctity of the word of Go, 1s ſelf- con- 
vinced, as it were, that there is one Gop, and 
that it muſt be a ſort of madneſs to maintain 
the exiſtence of mcre than one. The divine 
unity, however, is not only taught by the 
general tenor of the holy ſcriptures, but alſo 
by a variety of particular expreſſions : as for 
example; Hear, O Iſrael, Jenovan. our 


Gop iso Jenovan;” DEvuT.vi. 4. and in like 
manner, MAR. xii. 29, © Surely God is in thee, 


end there is none elſe, Is A. xIv. 14, 15. Am 


not I [EHovan? and there is no GoD elſe befide 
me.” xlv. 21, 22. © 1 am JEnovan thy Gop, 
and thou ſhalt know no Gor but me.” Hos, 
XIll. 4. Thus ſaith Ic oV the King of 
Iſrael, I am the firſt, and I am the laſt, and be- 
fides me there is no Gop.” Is A. xliv. 6. © In 
that day Jenovan ſhall be King over all the 
Earth: in that day there ſhall be one Jenovan 
and his name one. ZECH. xiv. 9.” U. T. 6. 


The reader will no doubt notice, on perufing this 
extract, that the author, in the quotations from the Old 
Teſtament which are here given, has rendered the He- 
brew word, which in our bibles is rendered Lomb, by the 
word Jg Hova; this latter, however, is the trueſt and 
moſt faithful tranſlation, as will immediately appear to 
ſuch Hebraiſts who will refer to the original texts; the 
inviſible and unmanifeſted Deity being, under the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation, but ſeldom named Lonp, and 

generally 
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generally Jenovan. The quotations which are here 
given, he will further obſerve, very plainly demonſtrate 
that the voice of ſcripture, as well as of right reaſon, 
i. e. of the written word, as well as of the heavenly word, 
declare in favour of the individuality of the divine Being. 
Indeed it may be found to be the language of the whole 
bible, from the beginning to the end. If we ſearch the 
Moſaic word, we ſhall find that the firſt commandment 
that was given was, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
before me; Exop. xx. 3. and that it is written, © Hear, 
O Iſrael, Jenovan our Gop is one IR HOVAU, and thou 
alt love Jenovan thy Gop with all thine heart, and 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength,” Devur. vi. 
4. iv. 39. In the prophetical word it is written, Am 
not I Jenovan? and there is no Gop elſe beſides me; a 
Juſt Gop and a Saviour, there is none beſide me. Look 
unto me and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth, for I 
am Gop, and there is none elſe. I have ſworn by my- 


elf, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteouſneſs, 


and ſhall not return, that unto me every knee ſhall bow, 
every tongue ſhall ſwear.” IsA. xlv: 21-23. alſo 
ZECH. Xiv. 9. Hos. xiii. 4. Is. xliv. 6. PsA. lxxxvi. 
10. If we proceed from the Old Teſtament to the 
New, we ſhall find the fame language; for, as it is 
written in the Old Teſtament, «* Hear, O Ifrael, Ix ho- 
VAH thy Gop is one Jexovan,”” &c. ſo we read in the 
New, Hear, O Iſrael, the Lox [i. e. the manifeſt- 
ed IR HOVAEH] is one Lok, and thou ſhalt love the Loxn 
thy Gop with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength.” Mark 
xii. 29. In the Eer5TLes St. James ſays, Thou be- 


lieveſt that there is one Gop, thou doeſt well. Janes 
11. 19. And, ſpeaking of the Lorp Jxsus Curisr, St. 


John ſaith, ** This is the true Gop, and eternal life; 


little children, keep yourſelves from idols.“ 1 Joun v. 
| 21 
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21. Finally, in the ArocALvrsx it is written,“ Great 
and marvellous are thy works, Loxp Gop ALmtcurty, 
Juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints; who 
ſhall not fear thee, O Lorv, and glorify thy name, for 
THOU ONLY art holy: for all nations ſhall come and wor- 


ſhip before thee, for thy judgments are made manifeſt.” 
Apo. xv. 3. Thus it appears to be the language of the 


whole bible, in all its parts, as well as of right reaſon, 
that ** there is one Gop, and that there is none wad 


but he.” Mank xi. 32. 


CAP. II. 
The TRINITY, 


I. & Demonſtrable from REVELATION. 
ce That there is a divine TRINIT V, conſiſting 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, is manifeſtly 
declared in the word, and particularly in 
theſe paſſages, The angel ſaid unto Mary, 
the HoLy GnosT ſhall come upon thee, and the 
POWER OF THE HIGHEST ſhall overſhadow 
thee; wherefore alſo that holy thing which ſhall 
be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son or Gop.” 
Luke i. 35. Here mention is made of three; 
viz. the HicuesT, (who is Cop the father) 
the HoLy GrosT, and the Son or Gop. 
« When Jsus was baptized, lo the beat ens 
were opened, and Jonx jaw the HoL.y GnosT © 
deſcending like à deve, and lighting upon bim, 

and 
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and lo a vaice from heaven, ſaying, This is 
my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.” 
Marr. iii. 16, 17. Mark i. 10, 11. Jonn 
xxxli. It is ſtill more evidently declared in 
the words of the Lox p to his diſciples, © Go 
ye and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the FATHER, and of the SON, and of the 
HoLy GnosT.” MAT. xxviii. 19, and in theſe 
words of Joan; © There are three that bear 
witneſs in beaven, the FATHER, the WoRD, and 
tbe HoLy GnosrT. 1 JohN v. 7.” U. T. 164. 


As in the preceding extracts the one-neſs or indivi- 
duality of the divine Being is clearly evinced, fo, in that 
which hath juſt been given, there is demonſtrated, with 
equal clearneſs, on the teſtimony of ſacred ſcripture, 
that in the one and individual Being there exiſteth a 
Tri-unity, or Trinity; a Three in One. Some, it 1s to 
be recollected, are in the habit of believing the UN Ir 
of the Godhead, to the rejection of the 'Prrxrry ; and 
others, the TRIN IT to the rejection of the UNIT: it 
will be found, however, the part of every faithful mind 
to believe in hoh, becauſe both are taught; at the ſame 
time earneſtly ſeeking, and affectionately embracing, 
every information which tends to throw a light upon, 
and to give a clear perception of, this hitherto myſteri- 
ous ſubject. d 


II. But in what ſenſe this Trinity 1s to 
be underſtood, whether as conſiſting of three 
Gops who in eſſence and conſequently in 

name 


2F . 


3 


, 1 
g 
T 
4% 
, 4 
I 


0 
7 

6 
5 

1 
* 
$ 
a2 
er 
Ly 

Ws 

I 


„ --* 3 
- 3 Of 


+. A £ I” U » 
wh „ 2 


(9) 
name are one Gop; or, as three objects of 
one ſubject, and thus only the qualities, or 
attributes of one Gop, which are ſo expreſſed; 
or whether it is to be underſtood in ſome 
other ſenſe, human reaſon, if left to itſelf, 
can by no means diſcern. What then is man 
to do, or where is he to aſk counſel in a 
point ſo intricate ? There is no other poſ- 
ſible help for him but to go to the Lorp 
Gop the Saviour, and read the word under 
his influence; inaſmuch as he is the Gop of 
the worD; and then his underſtanding will 


be enlightened, and he will fee truths which 
his reaſon alſo will conſent to.“ U. T. 161. 


Although the greater part of profeſſing chriſtians 
believe that there is a divine Tz1niTy in the godhead, 
they have nevertheleſs formed of the true nature of it 
many and various opinions. The reaſon is, they judge 
of it according to the opinious and docttines of men, of 
Athanaſius, Sabellius, &c. and not freely and indepen- 
dently, under the influence of heaven alone. There is 
reaſon to believe that if, fitting perfectly looſe to the 
doctrines of men, they would ſearch the ſcriptures 
under the influence of that Lox p Jzsus CHRIST who 
calleth all men unto himſelf, ſaying, I am the light of 
the world; he that followeth me ſhall not walk in 
darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life, Jonn vii. 
12, Their underſtandings would be opened to under- 
fland the ſcriptures,” Luxx xiv. 45. Diverſity of 
opinion would be remoyed, and they. would form of this 

B unſpeakably 
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unſpeakably important ſubje& the following clear, and 
intelligible idea derived from no leſs a ſource. 


III. $ The true nature of it, as centering 
in the Loxd Jxsus CurIsT. © There are 


general and alſo particular eſſentials of every 


one thing, which all together conſtitute one 
eſſence. The general eſſentials of every one 
man are his ſoul, body, and operation; and that 
theſe conſtitute one eſſence is evident from 
this circumſtance, that one exiſteth by deri- 
vation from the other, and for the ſake of 
the other, in a continued ſeries.” * That 
theſe three eſſentials, viz. ſoul, body, and ope- 
ration, did and do exiſt in the Loxo Gop the 
Saviour, 1s univerſally acknowledged. That 
his ſoul was from Yehovah the Father, 
can only be denied by antichriſt ; for in the 
word of both the Old and New Teſtament, 
he is called the Son of Jenovan, the Son of 
the MosT Hf Go, the only begotten ; where- 
fore the divinity of the Father, anſwering to 
the foul in man, is his firft eſſential. That 
the Son, who was born of the mother Mary, 
is the body of that divine ſoul, is a conſe- 
quence of that birth; inaſmuch as nothing 
is provided in the womb of the mother, ex- 
cept the body, conceived by and derived from 


the ſoul ; this, therefore, is a ſecond eſſential. 
| That 
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That operations conſtitute a third eſſential, 
is a conſequence of their proceeding from 
ſoul and body together; for the things that 
proceed are of the ſame eſſence with the 
things from whence they proceed. That the 
three eſſentials, which are Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, are one in the Lord, like ſol, 
body, and operation in man, is evident from 
the words of the Lox, declaring that uz and 
the FATHER are ONE, and that the Father 
is in him, and he in the Father; and that, 
in like manner, be and the Hory GrosT 
are one, inaſmuch as the Holy Ghoft is the 
divine proceeding out of the Loxp from the 
Father; for he ſaid, © When the comforter is 
come, whom I will ſend unto you from the Fu- 
ther,” &c. Jonx xv. 26. And again, The 
comforter, the ſpirit of truth, ſhall not ſpeak of 
himſelf, but ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall 
ſhew it unto you; all things that the Father hath 
are mine; therefore ſaid I that he ſhall take 
of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you.” Jon 
XV1. 13—15. It is further written, Jesvs 
breathed on his diſciples, and ſaid unto them, 
Receive ye the HoLy GHOST.“ Jon xx. 22. 


. © When it is faid that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, are three eſſentials of one God, it 
B 2 may 


122 
may appear to human reaſon as if thoſe three 
eſſentials were three diſtinct perſons, which 
yet cannot be true; but when it is under- 
ſtood that the divinity of the Father, which 
conſtituteth'the foul, and the divinity of the 
Son, which conſtituteth the body, and the 
divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, or the divine pro- 
ceeding, which conſtituteth operation, are three 
eſſentials of one Gop, this the underſtand- 
ing can apprehend: for there is a peculiar 
divinity of nature in God the Father, in the 
Son derived from the Father, and in the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeding from both, which, being of 
the ſame effence, and of the ſame mind, con- 
ſtitute together ons GOD.“ How plain is 
it, therefore, to diſcern a TriniTY in the 
Lord, by a Trinity diſcernible in every indi- 
vidual man! For in every individual man 
there is a ſoul, a body, and operation; and 10 
it is alſo with reſpect to the Loxp; inaſmuch 
as © in. bim, as Paul, faith, © dwelleth all 
the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily.” CoLos. ii. 
9. Wherefore the TzixiTyY in the Lord is 


divine, but in man it is human,” U. T. 


Reader, * Bleſſed are thine eyes for they ſee, and 
thine ears, for they hear; many prophets and righteous 
men have defired to ſee the things which thou nom feeft, 
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and have not ſeen them"; and to hear the things which 
thou heareſt, and have not heard them. Marr. xiii, 
17. The Lord ** zelleth thee plainly of the Father.” 
Jonx xvi. 28. © The myſtery of godlineſs, Gop mani- 
feſt in the fleſh,” 1 TI X. iii. 16. is clearly unfolded, 
and thou haſt the happineſs of having revealed to thee 
what hath been hidden from ages and generations, 
Cor. i. 26. | | 


In the above extract it is clearly ſnewn that the 
Tarxiry exiſting in the Godhead, conſiſteth not of 
three pErSONS, diſtinctly and individually three, like 
Moſes, Aaron, and Hur, or Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, or Peter, James, and John, but of three diſtinct 


- CHARACTERS, PARTS, or . PRINCIPLES, in the o di- 


vine perſon of the Lon D Jasus CHRIST, in whom dwel- 
leth all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily ; his inmoſt 


ul, which was the undivided and indivifible IE HOVAR, 


being the principle called the FAr RRR the humanity, 
the corporeal part or body of which was at firſt a cor- 
poreity derived from the mother Maxx, conſtituting 
what is called the Sox; and the operations, the holy 


| influences, the proceeding virtues, ſent forth by the 


o Foy 1" - 1 4 
. F224 r 


humanity when glorified, conftituting what is called the 
HoLy Guosrt : and all this may be readily confirmed 
on the evidence of our bibles; which teach, that the 
diſciples who were commanded to baptize in the name 
of the Fatarr, Sox, and Holy Grosr, baptized in the 
name of the Lozp Jzsvs Cnrrsr alone; ſhewing 
thereby, that thoſe three characters all centered in the 
ONE divine perſon of the Saviour Gop, 


C4. 
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CAP. III. 
TRE SON or GOD. 


J. 5 I; the divine Humanity. © The 
Loxp frequently declares that the FaTHeR ſent 
him, and that he was ſent by the Farnex, as 
in MATT. x. 40. xv. 24, &c. and this he ſaid 
becauſe, by being ſent into the world is ſigni- 
fied, to deſcend and come amongſt men ; and 
this was effected by means of the Humanity 
which he took of the virgin Mary ; which 
humanity is alſo actually the Sor of Cop ; in- 
aſmuch as it was conceived of Jehovah God as 
its Father, acc ording to the words of Luxe, 
. *© Bebold, thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth à Son, and ſhall call his name Jtsvs. 


He ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the Son of | 


_ tbe HicnussT;” chap. i. 31, 32. * The 
HoLy GnosT ſhall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highefi ſhall overſhadow thee ; 
therefore alſo that holy thing which ſhall be born 
of thee ſhall be called the Son or Gop.” Ib, 


\ 35. 


e The Lord called himſelf ſent by the Fa- 
ther, alſo on this account; becauſe by- ſent is 


ſigniſied the ſame as by ange/; for the word 
| angel, 
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angel, in the original tongue, ſignifieth er?; 
as in Isa. © The Angel of the preſence of Ix- 
HOVAH ſaved them ; in his love and in his pity 
he redeemed them.” Ixiii. 9. And in Mar. 
« The Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come 
to his temple, and the ANGEL OF THE COVE= 
NANT whom ye delight in. iii. 1.” U. T. 92, 


That the Son's being /ent by the Farnen, is not to 
be underſtood as. one perſon ſent by another, but only 
as one character, part, or principle derived from another 
character, part, or principle, is further evident from 
what is written concerning the ſending of the Hoy 
Gnosr; for, although the Lorp ſpake of ſending the 
HoLy Gnosr apparently as one perſon ſent by another, 
yet we find that he breathed on the diſciples, ſaying, 
receive ye the HoLy GrosT: manifeſtly proving that 
by being ent is meant only one principle being derived 
and proceeding from another, comparatively as the bady 
is derived and proceedeth from the ſoul. Hence alſo 


he ſaid, He that ſent me is win me.” Jon viii. 29. 


IT. It is believed at this day, in all 
chriſtian churches, that Gop, the Creator of 
the Univerſe, begat a ſon from eternity, and 
that this ſon deſcended, and aſſumed the 
humanity, for the purpoſe of redeeming and 
ſaving mankind; but this is a great error, 
and 1s overturned by its on abſurdity, if 
it be only conſidered that Gop is One, and 
that it is a more than fabulous impoſition on 
reaſon, 


69 ; 

reaſon, to ſuppoſe that one Gop ſhould be- 8 

get another from eternity; and further, | 

that Gop the father, together with the Son, N 

and the Holy Gho/t, each whereof fingly and R 
by thimſelf is Gor, form but Our Gop. 
This fabulous account of the deity totally 
vaniſheth, like a meteor in the air, whilſt 
it is demonſtrated from the Word, or Holy 
Scriptures, that  Jeuwovan Gop himſelf d e- 

ſcended, and was made man, and alſo a 

Redeemer. ' With reſpect to the firſt part - 

of this propoſition, that Jenovan'Gop him- 3 

ſelf deſcended, and was made man, it is evi- 

dent from the following paſſages; Behold a 

virgin ſhall conceiue, and ſball bring forth a 

fon,” and bis name ſhall be called GOD witn 

us.” ISA. vii. 14. MATT. i. 22, 23. Unto 

ug A child is born, .a ſon is given, and the go- 

verument ſhall be upon his ſhoulder, and his name 

ſhall be called wonderful, counſellor, the MicuTyv 

Gop, tbe EVERLASTING FATHER; the prince 

of peace” Is A. ix. 6G. 1t ſhall be ſaid in that 

day, Lo, this is aur Gop, we have wazted for 

bim, and be will fave. us; this is Jenovan, 

ave bave waited for him; ar will be glad, and 

rejoice in his ſalvation. Is. XXv. 9. Toe 

voice , ene crying in | the wilderneſs, prepare 

Fe ile way of Ixnovan; make trait in the de- 

Helge f ſert 
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ert a bighway for our Gop.” xl. 3. © Be- 
hold the LoxD Jenovan will come with firong 
band, and wis arm fhall rule for bim; behold 
bis reward is with bim, and be ſhall feed his 
Hock like a ſhepherd.” xl. 10, 11. * Thus ſaith 
Jenovan, ing and rejoice, O daughter of 
Zion, for lo I come, and 1 will dwell in the midſt 
of thee; and many nations in that day ſhall be 
joined to IEHOVAH.“ ZEC, ii. 10, 11.1 
Jexovan have called thee in righteouſneſs, and 
will give thee for dteovenant of the people, I 
AM JEHOVAH, that is my name, and my glory 
will I not give to another.” Is A. xlii. 6, 7. 
* Behold, the days come, faith Jenovan, that 
T will raiſe unta David a righteous branch, and 
a King ſhall reign and proſper, and ſhall exe- 
cute judgment and juſtice in the earth, and this 
is his name whereby he ſhall be called, Ix Ho- 
VAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” JER. XXill. 5, 
6. XXX111. 15, 16. Beſides many other paſ- 
ſages, where the coming of the Lord is called 
the day of Jehovah, as in Iſa. xiul. 6. 9. 13. 
Ezek. xxxi. 15. Joel i. 15. ii. 1, 2.11. Zepb. 
1. 7 to 18. Zech. xiv. 1. 4 to 21. and in 
many other places. That Jebovab himſelf 
deſcended, and aſſumed the humanity, is very 
evident from this paſſage in Luke, © Then 
ſaid Mary unto the angel, How ſhall this be, 

C ſeeing 


( 18 ) 

ſeeing I knom not man? And the angel anſwer - 
ed and ſaid unto her, The HoLy GnosT ſhall 
come upon thee, and the power of the HiGnesT 
ſhall overſhadow thee ; therefore alſo that HoLy 
THING which ſhall be born of thee ſhall be 
called the Sox or Gop.” ch. i. 34, 35. And 
in Matt. © Behold the angel of the Loxp ap- 
feared unto Joſeph in a dream; and ſaid unto 
him, Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Ho- 
Ly GnosT; and Toſephatmew ber not until ſhe 
had brought forth her firſt born ſon, and he called 
bis name Jesvus.” ch. i. 20. 25, Who doth 
not know that every child receiveth his ſoul 
and his life from his father, and that the 
body is derived from the foul? What then 
could be plainer expreſſed in words than 
that the Loxp received his ſoul and his life 
from Jexovan Gop? and, ſince the divinity 
- cannot be divided, what can be more evident 
than that the divinity of the Father was the 
Lord's ſoul and life? Wherefore the Lord 
ſo often calleth Jehovah God his Father, and 
Jebovab God calleth him his Son.” U. T. 82. 


The author here controverts the opinion very gene- 
rally belieyed by chriſtian profeſſors with regard to the 
eternity of the Sox or Gop; and proves, from evidences 
har it will be difficult for the ableſt ſophiſt to confute, 
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that the Son or Gov, of whom the ſcriptures treat, is 
a ſon begotten and born in. time. The reader will 
recolle& that this idea is in perfect conſiſtency with 
what is called the Apoſtles Creed; which beginneth 
thus, © I believe in Gop AHR Faraes, almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth; and in Ixsus CHRIST, his only 
Son, our LorD, who was CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY 
GHOST, BORN OF THE VIRGIN Mary,”” &c. The idea 
is alſo perfectly conſiſtent with the teachings of St. 
Paul, who ſaith, * When the fullneſs of time was come, 
Gop ſent forth his Son, MADE OP A, WOMAN, MADE 
UNDER THE LAW, to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of ſons.” Gant. 
iv. 4. and it will further, on ſerious inveſtigation, be 
found equally conſiſtent with the whole of ſacred Scrip- 
ture, —[t is true, indeed, that certain pafſages, con- 
tained in the Old Teſtament, appear to ſpeak of a Son, 
as exiſting previous to the period of the incarnation ; thus 
it is written, **F will declare the decree JEnovan hath 
ſaid unt o me, Thou art my Sox, this day have I begot- 
ten thee; but it is only an appearance, agreeable to the 
accuſtomed ſtyle of the prophetic word; wherein, as 
St. Paul obſerves, & Gop calleth thoſe things which be not, 
as though they were. Rom. iv. 17. becauſe ** fo him 
a thouſand years are but as one day.“ 2 PET. iii. 8, 


C. . 
Tur HOLY GHOST. 


1. § TOs the Diving OPERATION of the 
Loxp Jesvs CurIsT. © By the Holy Ghoſt, 
properly ſpeaking, is ſignified divine truth, 
C2 and 


C.J 


and conſequently the word ; and in this ſenſe 
the Lord himſelf is alſo the Holy G; but 
whereas in the church at this day. the divine 
operation is ſpecified by the HoLy Ghost, 
which is actual juſtification, therefore this 
divine operation is here conſidered as the 
HorLy Gnosr; and of this we propoſe to 
ſpeak; eſpecially as the divine operation 1s 
effected by means of divine truth which pro- 
ceedeth from the Lord; and that which pro- 
ceedeth is of one and the ſame eſſence with 
him from whom it proceedeth, like theſe 
three, viz. the ſoul, the body, and the proceed- 
ing virtues, which together form one eſſence; 
in a man a mere human eſſence, but in the 

Loxp divine and human alſo; theſe being, 
after his glorification, united together like 
the prior with its poſterior, and like the eſ- 
ſence with its form; thus the eſſentials, cal- 
led Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, in the Lord 
are on.“ U. T. 139. 


II. Foraſmuch as by the Holy Ghoft is 
meant the divine truth which was in the 
Lord, and was the Lord, Jobm xiv. 6. and for- 


aſmuch as the Holy Ghoft, therefore, could 


only proceed from him, it was for this reaſon 
aid, The Horx * was not yet, becauſe 
| | Ixsvs 
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JIrsus was not yet glorified.” Jobn vii. 39. 
and after his glorification He breathed on 
his diſciples and ſaid, Receive ye the Hol x 
GnosT.” John xx. 22. The reaſon why the 
Lord breathed on his diſciples was, becauſe 
breathing was an external, repreſentative fign 
of divine inſpiration ; and inſpiration is an 
inſertion into the angelic ſocieties = U. T. 


140. 


III. * It plainly appears from the word, 
that the Lord ſendeth the Holy Gba; that 
is, that he effefteth thoſe operations which 
are at this day aſcribed to the Holy Ghoft, as a 
ſelf-dependent God; for it is declared that 
he would ſend the Hol r Gnosr from the 
FATHER.” Jobn xv. 26. that te Horry 
GrosT was not yet, becauſe JESUS was not yet 


| glorified.” John vii. 39. that after his glorifi- 


cation he breathed on his diſciples, and ſaid, 
Receive ye the HoLy GttosT.” Jon xx. 22. 
and further, Whatſoever,” faith he, ye 
ſhall aſe in ny name, I will do it; for the 
Comforter ſhall take of mine, aud ſbeu it unto 
you.” Jobn xiv. 13, 14. That God the Father 
doth not operate thoſe virtues of himſelf by 
the Son, but that the Son operateth them of 
himſelf from the Father, 1 is evident from the 

| following 
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following paſſages : * No one hath ſeen Gon 
at any time ; the only begotten Son, who 1s in the 
boſom of the Father, he hath declared him.” 
Jobn 1. 18. and in another place, Ze have 
neither beard the voice of the Father at any 
lime, nor ſeen his ſhape.” John v. 37. Hence 
then it follows, that God the Father operat- 
eth in the Son and upon the Son, but not by 
the Son, and that the Lord operateth' of him- 
felf from the Father; for he faith, © All 
things that the Father hath are mine.” John 
Xvi. 15, That *© tbe Father bath given all 
things into the hand of the Son.” Jobm iii. 35. 
Alſo that. © as the Father hath life in bimſelf, 
fo hath be given to. the Son io bave life in him- 
felf.” John, v. 26. and further, The words 
that I ſpeak are ſpirit and life.” Jobn vi. 63. 
The reaſon why the Lord ſaith that the ſpi- 
rit of truth proceedeth from the Father is, 
becauſe it proceedeth from God the Father 
into the Son, and out of the Son from the 
Fatber; wherefore alſo he ſaith, In that 
day ye ſhall know that I am in the Father, 


and the Father-in me, and ye in me, and J in 


you... Jobn xiv. 11. 20. U. T. 153. 


It appears plain from hence, that the Holy Ghaſt, 
or Holy Spirit, is not one out of three perſons, but only 
the Spirit of Chriſt; the operative influence, the proceed- 
<q | PESH | ing 
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ing virtues, ſent forth by the glorified humanity, from 
the indwelling Jexovan. The apoſtle, therefore, cal- 
leth it, **the Spirit of Cunisr,“ ſaying, if any man 
hath not the Spirit of Cuntsr, he is none of his,” and 
again, I know that this will turn to my ſalvation 
through your prayers, and the ſupply of the ſpirit of 
Currsr.” In like manner, as from the cenſer of 
Aaron, when the incenſe was united to the holy fire, 
there proceeded an healing emanation, and as from 
the regenerate ſoul, when the external is united to the 
kingdom of Gop within,“ there emanes a holy and 
ſalutary influence, even ſo, from the humanity of the 
Loxp Jzsus Currsr, when, by glorification, it had 
become fully one with the indwelling Jenovan, there 
was ſent forth that HoLy Ghost, or Holy Spirit, which 
is the light and life of the believing world. 


Reader, there hath now been revealed to thee that 
true knowledge of Gop, which is the baſis and ground= 
work of all true theology. It has been ſhewn thee 
that there is one only Gop, the Lorp Jesus CHRIST, 
and that in this one Gop there exiſteth a TRIN TY of 
charactecs, parts, or principles, confiſting of the indwel- 
ling Jenovan, the glorified Humanity, and proceeding 
Virtues; which three principles are what the ſcriptures 
call the FArHER, Son, and HoLy Gnost; thus that in 
the Loxp Jxsus ChRrsr, dwelleth all the fullneſs of 
the Godhead hodily. Cor. ii. 9. that he is the true Gop 
and eternal life, 1 Joan v. 20. the only wiſe Gop our 
Saviour. Juvs 25. Gop over all bleſſed for ever. 
Rom. ix. 5. This is the rock on which the church is 


Built. Marr. xvi. 18. for other foundation ſhall no 


man lay than that which is lain, which is Jesus 
Cunts r. 1 Cox, iii. 11. Mayeſt thou, therefore, be wiſe 
to value it as it deſeryes, and be careful to receive no 

doctrines 


| 04) 
I doctrines as of heavenly deſcent ſave thoſe which ate 
| | founded thereon, 
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REDEMPTION. 


Having already ſeen the Unity of the Godhead, q 
7 


fy 
at tr oo» ih ww. dz i . 


as well as its manife/tation in the perſon of the Lozp 
8 Jxsus Cunts, we ſhall now proceed to confider the 
|| important ends and purpaſes of ſuch manifeſtation ; | 
I =» and on this fubje& the author whom x we quote has > 
| exprefied himſelf as follows : | 


| 1 
I. «© THERE are two purpoſes for Fi 

which the Lord came into the world, and by 1 
Which he faved men and angels, viz. R- ; 
DEMPTION, and the GLORIFICATION of his : 

humanity; theſe two are diſtin from one | 
another, but yet make one with 18 to 1 
| | ſalvation.” U. T. 126. I 


That RepeMerION and the GLozgrerication oF THE 
Humanity were the two great leading ends of the 
manifeſtation, is plain from many paſſages of ſcripture 
when rightly underſtood; ſuch, for example, as the 
following: He ſtall wound the heads over many 
countries, He fhall drink of the brook by the way: 
therefore ſhall he lift up the head. Ps. cx. 6, 7. 

where by wounding the heads over many countries, is 
meant Repemertion, and by drinking of the brook by 
the way, and lifting up the head, is meant the GLort- 
FICATION OF THE HUNANITY, 


Extracts 
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Extracts ſhall now be ptoduced as eluciditory of 

both, theſe effects: and firſt of the work of RRDRLMr- 

rex; and as the author has treated of two kinds of Re- 
demption, viz, the more general Redemption of the 
world, immediately after the manifeſtation, and 2, The 
” #ndividual one, which muſt take place, in order to 
Salvation, in the mind of every individual, we ſhall, in 
the firſt place, produce extracts elucidatory of the for- 
mer, and ſhall afterwards proceed to a confideration of 
* latter. | 


. 11700 
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| u. £ In hte RT, confifteth. 

A © Inaſmach'as'he acquired all things to him- 
ſelf by his on exertions, he was made righ- 

. 7 teouſneſs, and vindicated the world of ſpirits 
5 from infernal genii and ſpirits, and thus reſ- 
* cued mankind from defiruftion (for mankind 
are governed by ſpirits) and thereby redeem- 
I ed them. 1 C. * 


8 


II. To een fymifieth to Ele- 
7 | ron Ane to reſtue from eternal death, 
to ſnatch out of bell, and to pluck out of the 
bands of the devil thoſe that were led captive and 
bound by bin. This was effected by the 

Lon; in that he reduced the hells under 
= ſubjection, and formed a new heaven. The 
* reaſon why man, without ſuch a proceſs, 
could not have been ſaved} is, becauſe the 
ſpiritual world and the natural have ſuch a 
D con- 


lll (6) 


| | ' 
[lik connection with each other, that they are in- 
| capable of ſeparation | particularly with re- 
0 ſpect to men's Interiors, which are called 
lf their ſouls and minds ; and which, if good, 
i are connected with the ſouls and minds of 
i angels, but; if evil, with the ſouls and minds 
| | of infernal ſpirits.” U. T. 118. 


IV. That the Lok, during his abods 
in the world, fought: againſt the bells, and 
overcame and ſubdued them, and thereby re- 
duced. them to .obedience, is manifeſt from 
many paſſages in the woRD, of which I ſhall 
only produce theſe few : © Who is this that 
cometh from Epox, with dyed garments from 
Boz kan; this that. is glorious' in his apparel, 
travelling in the greatneſs of his firength? 1 
that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. 
Hherefore art thiu-red in thine apparel, and thy 
garments like. him that treadeth in the wine fat? 
1 bave trodden the wine preſs alone, and of the 
people there was none with me; for I have trod 
them in mine anger, and trampled them in my 
fury, and their blood was ſprinkled upon my gar- 
ments, and ] have ſſained all my raiment ; for the 


any. redeemed is come; therefore mine own arm 
_ brought ſalvation upon me, and my fury it upheld 
* 75 me; 


day of vengeance is in mine beart, and the year of | 


. 


re. die; fer be ſaid, ſurely they are my people, chil- 
led dien that will not lie; ſo he was their Saviour; 
od, "I 7» bis love and in his pity he redeemed them.” Is A. 
of > lxiii. 1 to 9. This is ſpoken of the Loxp's 
ds - combats againſt the hells; by the red gar- 


ments in which he was glorious, is ſignified 
the worD which was violated by the people of 


do the Jews; his warfare againſt the hells, and 

ad his victory over them, is deſcribed by his 

* treading them in his anger, and trampling them 

m in his fury: that he fought alone, and by his 

Ul = own ſtrength, is deſcribed in theſe words, 7 

at ” looked and there was none to help, therefore mine 

m =» own arm brought ſalvation upon me; that he 

. thereby ſaved and redeemed them is plain from 

1 > hence, « So be was their. Saviour; in bis love 
6e. and in his pity he redeemed them ;” that this was 

7 the cauſe of his coming, is ſignified by theſe 

? words, The day of vengeance is in mine heart, 

e and the year of my REDBEMED 7s come.” Again, 

d it is written in aiab, He ſaw that there was 

y ns man, and wondered that there was no interceſ- 

b * er; therefore bis arm brought ſalvation unto him, 

; 3 and his righteouſneſs it ſuſtained him : for he put _ 
f 0 on righteouſneſs as a breaſt plate, and an helmet 

J 0 F ſalvation upon his head, and he put on the gar- 

L ments of vengeance for cloathing, and was clad | 


* 


-with zeal as with a cloak; and he came as a R- 
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DEEMER fo Zion.” ch. lix. 16, 17. 20. And in 
Jeremiab, Wherefore have I ſeen them diſmayed 
and turned away bach? and their mighty ones 
are beaten down, and fled apace, and look not 
back ; for this is the day of the Loxp Jenovan 
or HosTs, 4 day of vengeance, that be may 
avenge bim of his adverſaries, and the ſiuord 
ſhall devour, and it ſhall be ſatiate, and mad: 
drunk with their blood.” ch. xlvi. 5. 10. Both 
theſe paſſages relate to the Loxp's combats 
againſt the hells, and his conqueſt over them. 
It is written alſo in David, © Gird thy ſword 
upon thy thigh, O thou moſt mighty ; thine arrows 


are very ſharp, and the people ſhall be ſubdued 
unto thee ; thy throne, O God, is for ever and 


ever, thou loveſt righteouſneſs, wherefore thy 


Gop hatb anointed thee.” Pſa. xlv. 3 to 7. and 
the like 1s aſſerted in many other places. For- 


aſmuch as the Loxp ſingly ſubdued the hells, 


without the aid of any angel, therefore he is 
called a mighty man, and a man of war; Jia. 
xlii. 13. ix. 5. The King ef Glory, Jenovan 
Arong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
Pſa. xxiv. 8. 10. The mighty one of Jacob, 
Eſa. exxxii. 2. and in many places Jenovan 
of | Hoſts, that is, Jenovan of Armies; and his 


coming is alſo called the day of Jenovan, 


1 and cruel, a * of indignation, of 
78% anger, 
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anger, of wrath, of vengeance, of deflruftion, 
of war, of noiſe, of ſhouting, of confufion, &c. 
It is written alſo in the Evangeliſts, Nom is 
the judgment of this world, now ſhall the prince 
of this world be caſt out.” John xii. g1. The 
prince of this world is judged.”  Fobhn xvi. 11. 
« Be of good cheer ; I have overcome the world.” 
John xvi. 33. © T bebeld Satan as lightning, 


fall from heaven.” Luke x. 18. By the world, 
the prince of the world, Satan, and the devil, 
is ſignified ELI.“ U. T. 116. 


In addition to what is thus ſo clearly expreſſed, it 
may be uſeful to obſerve, that the ſpiritual minded rea- 
der may obtain a very ſatisfactory idea of the true 
nature of redemption, if he attends to the derivation of 
the word. The word to redeem is derived from two 
latin words (re and emo) which together mean to 
buy again, or to repurchaſe that which hath been ſold 
to, and is in the poſſeſſion of, another. Such is evi- 


dently the Jiteral meaning of the word redemption, 


in many paſſages of ſcripture; as in the following. 
Leviticus xxv. 25, and 47, 48,49. Spiritual redemption, 


then, it is evident, is the act of repurchaſing the ſpirit, 


or ſoul, after it hath been ſpiritually fold to another. 
Now we read of being ** /old under ſin,” and of thoſe 
who /ell themſelves to do that which is evi; we 
alſo read of a ** purchaſed people, ** purchaſed by 
Gop,” and ** bought with a price; from which 
it is evident, that, according to the above defini- 
tion, to REDEEM is to deliver from damnation, reſ- 
cue from eternal death, ſnatch out of hell, and to pluck 

| ou 
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out of the hands of the devil, thoſe who were led cap- 
tive and bound by him: as it is written, For this end 
was the Son of Gor manifeſted, that he might pRSTROY 
THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL.” 1 Joux iii. 8. 


But, by reaſon of its exceeding importance, it may 


de uſeful to be ſomewhat more explicit on this ſub- 


ject: the reader will obſerve, then, that after man, by 
«« ſeeking out many inventions, had fallen from the 
ſtate of original perfection, and had come under the 
bondage and yoke of /in, it was mercifully promiſed 
that Zhe ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the Skxx- 
ePENT'S head.“ GEN. iii. 15. Now, by this SEretNT, 
whoſe head the Redeemer was to bnuiſe, or in other 
words, whoſe dominion he was to put down, we are to 
underſtand, agreeable to the interpretation given in the 
Apocalypſe, ** The Devir, or SaTan, which deceiveth 
the whole world.“ xii. 10. and by the Dzvir, or Sa rAN, 


e are not to underſtand, as ſome have conjectured, 


only one being ſhedding his baneful and deſtructive in- 
fluence into the mind, but many; ** their name is Lx- 
GLON, becauſe THEY ARE MANY. Mank v. 9. and 
theſe many St. Paul denominates *©* principalities and 
powers, the rulers of the darkneſs of this world and of 
ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. Erk. vi. 12. It 
was theſe, therefore, whoſe dominion the Redeemer 
deſtroyed; agreeable to what is written, Ie ſpoiled 
principalities and powers, and made a ſhew of them, 
openly triumphing. over them in it.. CoL. ii. 15. 


At the coming of Cunisr fte rulers of darkneſs 
and wickedneſs” had acquired an almoſt univerſal domi- 
nion over mankind; both /qul- and body were infeſted 
with their deſtructive influences ; not only the rational 
and natural minds, but even the very corporeal part was 
under the influence of thoſe, who are called the de- 


Arayer.“ 
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Hroyer.“ Rey. ix. 11. inſomuch that that there is rea- 
ſon to believe, that ** except thoſe days had been ſhort- 
ened, no fleſh could have been ſaved.” The Father 
of mercies beheld the fituation of his creatures, com- 
paſſionated their diſtreſſes, and raiſed his almighty arm 
to effect their relief; Nom is the judgment of this 
world, ſaid the Redeemer ; now ſhall the prince of this 


 *vorld be caſt out.” Joux xii. 31. T beheld SATAN 
as lightning fall from heaven.“ Luxx x. 18. Be 


of good cſicer, I have overcome the world. Joux xvi. 

But the reader, perhaps, may be diſpoſed to aſk the 
reaſon why all this could not be effected without the 
Incaruation, or aſſumption of the human nature; and 
that he inay receive ſatisfaqtory information on this 
head, the following extract is given, 


V. , The work ef an incarnate Gop. It 
has been ſhewn that Redemption was a work 
purely divine, conſequently that it only could 
be effected by an omnipotent Gop. The rea- 
ſon why it was neceſſary for this Gop to be 
incarnate, that is, to be made man, in order 
to effect redemption, is, becauſe IO VAR 
Gop, ſuch as he is in his infinite eſſence, 
cannot approach unto hell, much leſs enter 
into it; being in that eſſence in the pureſt 
and firſt principles of all things. Wherefore 
Jenovanu Gop, being ſuch in his eſſence, if 
he had only breathed on the inhabitants of 


hell, would have deprived them inſtantly of 
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life; for he faid to Moſes, who was deſirous 
of ſeeing him, Thon canſ/t not ſee my face; 
far there ſhall no man ſee me and live.” Exop. 
xxxiii. 20. and if Moſes could not ſee him 
much leſs could infernal ſpirits, who, being 


in the loweſt degree of unregenerate nature, 


are in the laſt, the moſt denſe, and thereby 
the moſt diſtant: ſtate from Gop ; conſe- 
quently, unleſs Jznovan Gop had aſſumed 
the humanity, and had thus clathed himſelf 
with body, which is in the laſt and loweſt ef- 
fects, as he. himſelf is in the firſt principles, 
it would have been vain to have attempted 
redemption. For who can attack an enemy 
unleſs. he approacheth towards him, and is 


furniſhed with arms for the battle? or who 


can diſperſe and deſtroy dragons, hydras, and 
baſiliſks in the wilderneſs, unleſs he covers 
his body with a coat of mail, his head with 
an helmet, and is armed with a ſpear in his 
hand? By-theſe, and ſuch like compariſons, 
the combat which the omnipotent Gop waged 
with the hells may be in ſome fort illuſtrated, 
though by no means perfectly repreſented ; 
which combat he could not poſſibly have en- 


gaged in, unleſs he had firſt put on the hu- 


manity. But it is to be obſerved, that the 
combat which the Loxp waged with the hells 


was 
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was not a lip combat, as between reaſoners 
and diſputers, becauſe ſuch kind of warfare 
would have had no effect in ſuch a caſe; but 
it was a ſpiritual combat, or the combat of 
divine truth originating from divine good, 
which was the Loxp's vital eſſence; the in- 
flux whereof, in its viſible manifeſtation, was 
irreſiſtible in the hells; for ſuch power 1s 
contained in it, that the infernal genii fly at 
the very perception of it, caſt themſelves into 
the deep, and creep into clefts and caverns 
to conceal themſelves, according to the deſ- 
cription given of them by Jaiab in theſe 
words; © They ſhall go into the holes of the 
rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of 
the LorD, when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 
earth.“ ch. ii. 19. and in the Revelation, 
ey ſhall hide themſelves in the dens, and in 
the rocks of the mountains, and ſball ſay to the 
mountains and rocks, fall on us, and bide us from 
the face of him that fitteth on the throne, and 
From the wrath of the Lamb.” ch. vi.15,16,17.” 
U. T. 124. 

Nothing can be more ſatisfactorily evident than 
what is here taught; viz. that without a medium the 
infinite JEHovan could not have made any approaches 
to the rulers of darkneſs and wickedneſs, without 
effecting their immediate annihilation : it was needful, 
therefore, that the naked deity, ſo to ſpeak, ſhould be, in 


ſome way or other, cloathed previous to effecting the 
E work 
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work of redemption. Now, in old time, Jexovax 
approached unto the 'prophets by the medium of an 
angel, through whom he ſpake: A. C. 1925. ſuch, 
for example, was the angel who went before the Iſrael. 
ites to the Holy Land; of whom it was ſaid, My 
name, (or nature) is in him.“ Exop. xxil. 21. A 
manifeſtation like that, however, in the preſent inſtance, 
would not have anſwered the deſigned end, by reaſon 
of the exceeding contrariety which would ſtill have 
exiſted between the angelic and the infernal mind.. He 
taok not on him, therefore, of the nature of angels, but 
of the ſeedof Abraham.” Hes. ii. 16. He aſſumed a 
human nature from the mother Mary which was infirm, 
corrupt, and evil as that of other men; and ** appeared 
in the likeneſs of finful fleſh.” Rox. viii. 3. when 
the fullneſs of time was come, be ſent forth his ſon, 
MADE OF A WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW, #9 
redeem thoſe who were under the law, that they might 
receive the adoption of ſons.” GAL. iv. 4. For- 
aſmuch as the children are partakers of FLESH AND 
BLooD, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame; 
"that through death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the DeviL, and deliver them 
2vho through fear of death were all their life time ſubbjeci 
to Bondage. HRB. ii. 144 15. Cloathed with ſuch a 
body, Jzsus CxrrsT could approach unto the rulers of 
darkneſs and wickedneſs, as they, on their part, could 
approach unto him; and, having thus acceſs unto them 
by a power derived from the indwelling Jexovan, could 
ſubdue and ſubjugate them, and thus redeem the world. 
This was really effected; even as Mosks delivered 
Iſrael from the captivity of Egypt, or as Davip reſ- 
cued the kid from the jaws of the lion and the bear, 
even ſo did Ixsss CRRISsT deliver the world from the 


bondage of the principalities and powers. vi 
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VI. & The particular, or individual Re- 
demption. © In the combats or temptations 
of particular men, the Loxp worketh a ar- 
ticular redemption, as he worked a general 
one during his abode in the world: by his 
own combats and temptations in the world, 
the Lord glorified his humanity, that is, made 
it divine; in like manner, at this day, with 
every particular man, during his ſtate of 
temptation, he fighteth therein for him, and 
overcometh the infernal ſpirits which infeſt 
him, and after temptation glorifieth him, 
that is, rendereth him ſpiritual. The Lokp, 
after having wrought univerſal redemption, 
reduced to order all things both in heaven, 
(Luke x. 18) and hell; in like manner with 
man, after temptation, he reduceth to order 
all things in him that belong to heaven and 
the world. The Lord, after redemption, 
eſtabliſhed a new church; in like manner he 
alſo eſtabliſhed in man the things appertain- 
ing to the church, and maketh him a church 
in particular, The Loxp, after redemption, 
conferred peace on thoſe who believed on 
him, for he ſaid, © Peace 1 leave with you, my 


peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, 


give I unto you.” Jonn xiv. 27. In like 
manner he giveth man, after temptation, a 
E 2 per- 


(90) % 
perception of peace, that is, joy and conſo- 
lation of mind. From theſe circumſtances 
it is evident, that the Loxp is a redeemer to 
all eternity.“ U. T. 599. 


VII. The Loxkp alone fighteth ; in men 
who are engaged in the combats of tempta- 
tions, and alone overcometh ; for man, by his 
own proper power, can do nothing in oppo- 
ſition to evil ſpirits.” A. C. 1692. 
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VIII. Every man, when he firſt be- 
ginneth to engage in fpiritual combat, ima- 
gineth thoſe goodneſſes and truths, by which 
he ſupporteth the combat, to be his own; | 
that 1s, he attributeth them to himſelf, and 
at the ſame time attributeth to himſelf the 
power by which he reſfiſteth. Before man is 
regenerated, it is impoſſible for him to know, 
ſo as to be enabled to ſay that he knoweth, 
acknowledgeth and believeth, that nothing 
good and true is from himſelf, but that all 
goodneſs and truth are from the Loxp; and 
alſo that he is not able to reſiſt any evil or 
any falſe by his own proper power; for he 
doth not know that evil ſpirits excite and in- 
fuſe evils and falſes, and ftill lefs that by evil 
ſpirits he hath communication with hell, and 
that hell with all its weight preſſeth upon 
him, 


| 
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him, as the ſea doth upon all the parts of a 
pier or mound raiſed to oppoſe its waves; 
nevertheleſs ſince, before regeneration, he 
muſt needs imagine that he fighteth by his 
own ſtrength, he is alſo permitted to imagine 
ſo, and thus he is introduced into combats or 
into temptations, but afterwards he 1s more 
and more enlightened.” A. C. 1661. 


IX. Redemption is deliverance from 
hell, and ſalvation by conjunction with the 
LoRD; and as this is effected by regenera- 
tion, therefore by the redeemed are ſignified 
they who are regenerated, and fo redeemed 
by the Lord,” A. R. 619. 


X. © Thoſe who from what is falſe are 
reſtored to what 1s true, thus who are de- 
livered by the Lord from hell, and led to 
heaven, are called the redeemed; and the Lon 
the redeemer: to redeem fignifies to vindicate 
from evils and to free from errors, thus from 
hell, and to reform and regenerate.” A. E. 
860. 


What the author teacheth in the above extracts, 
reſpecting the neceſſity of an individual redemption, 
the combats of the faithful with their ſpiritual enemies, 
the appearance of its being done by themſelves, but the 
reality of its being performed by the Lomp, &c. will be 
found exactly agreeable to the teſtimony of the experi- 

enced 
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enced and enlightened apoſtle ; who ſaith on this ſub- 
je, ** Finally, my brethren, be ſtrong in the Log, and 
in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of 
Gop, that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of 
the devil. For we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, 
but againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt the 
rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual 
wickedneſs (or, as in the original, againſt wicked Spirits J 
in high places. EPHE. vi. 10, 11, 12. 


It is evident from this teſtimony, 1ſt, that the mind is 
ſurrounded with ſpiritual enemies, adly, that the faithful 
zwreſtle or combat with them, to all appearance of theme 
ſelves, butthat, 3dly, it is really the Loxp who fighteth in 
and for them. The truth is, that both the principle of faith, 
and alſo the firength which faith procures, are from the 
Lonp; and therefore, after all, they have reaſon to ſay 
* not unto us be the glory given, but unto the * For 
his mercy and truth's ſake.” a 


3 


As the Son or Man, by a divine power derived from 
the indwelling Jexovan, redeemed the world from the 
bondage of its enemies, even ſo the principle of Farrn 
redeems from its enemies the little world of our own 
minds, by a ſpiritual power derived from the ſpirit of 
Cuntsr, &che kingdom of Gop within us.“ Luxe xvii. 21. 
But as both the Sow or Max' and the divine power 
were from Ik HovaAn, and therefore he alone was the re- 
deemer in the work of the general redemption, even fo 
the principle of Far rn, and the ſpiritual power whereby 
we are enabled to withſtand our enemies, are both from 


the Loxp Jesvus Cunrsr; therefore to e after all, is 
the glory to be given. 


XI. The 
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XI. The MEANS of ſuch redemption, 
© That man is created to inherit eternal life, 
and that every man may inherit it, if ſo be 
he only liveth according to the means of ſal- 
vation preſcribed in the word, is a truth 
which every chriſtian, and even every gentile, 
who hath any religion and ſound reaſon, 
aſſenteth to. The means of ſalvation how- 
ever are manifold; and yet they all, and 
every one of them, have relation to living 
well, and believing aright; conſequently to 


charity and faith; for charity conſiſteth in 


living well, and faith in believing aright, 
Theſe two general means of ſalvation, which 
include all particular means, are not only 
preſcribed to man in the word, but are alſo 
commanded; and by reaſon of their being 
commanded, it follows of conſequence that 
man, by virtue of. thoſe means, may ſecure 
to himſelf eternal life, through the power 
given and communicated to him from Gop.” 
U. T. 340. 


XII. © The divine providence is con- 
tinually in the operation of ſaving man ; 
but more cannot be ſaved than deſire to be 
faved; and they deſire to be ſaved who ac- 
knowledge Gop and are led by him; and they 
do 


( 40 


do not deſire to be ſaved who do not acknow- 
ledge Gop, but lead or guide themſelves ; for 
the latter do not think of eternal life and ſal- 
vation, whereas the former do.” Prov. 333. 


XIII. There are two eſſentials, by 
which conjunction with the Loxp, and hence 
ſalvation, is effected; viz. the acknowledgment 
of one Gop, and repentance of life.” A. R. g. 


XIV. The reaſon why all the doc- 
trine of the new church hath relation to theſe 
two things, viz. Faith in the Loxp, and a 
life according to his commandments, is, becauſe 
they are the univerſals thereof, on which all 
its ſingulats depend, and eſſentials from 
which all formalities proceed; therefore the 
foul and life of all doctrine: they are two, 
but cannot be ſeparate.” A. R. oz. 


That the above mentioned, viz. a faith in Gop as 
manifeſted in the Lon D JEsus CHRIST, and repentance 
of life, by an obedience to his commandments, are the 
two eſſential terms of ſalvation, is evident from many 
parts of ſacred ſcripture. Thus it is written, Truſt in 
the Lozp and do good; ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the land, 
and verily thou ſhalt be fed. Ps. xxxvii. 3. Wait 
on the Lord and KEE? His wars; ſo ſhall he exalt 
thee to inherit the land. Ps. xxxvil. 34. Gop is 
no reſpefier of perſons; but in every nation he that 
feareth Gop, and wyrketh righteounefs, is accepted 


with kim. Acts x. 34. 
XV. $ Faitb 
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XV.FS Faith in the LorD. © The rea- 
ſon why ſaving faith is to believe on Gop 
the Saviour, is, becauſe he is Gop and man, 
and he is in the Father, and the Father is in 
him, and thus they are one; wherefore, all 
who approach him, approach the Father alſo 
at the ſame time, and thereby approach the 


one and only Gop; and faith directed to- 


wards any other, can have no power of ſalva- 
tion in it. That we ought to believe, or to 
have faith on the Son or Gop, the Redeemer 
and Saviour, conceived of Jexovan, and born 
of the virgin Mary, called Jxsus CHRIST, is 
evident from the injunctions ſo frequently re- 
peated by him and his apoſtles. That he 
himſelf enjoined faith in himſelf, is evident 


from the following paſſages: “ Jesvs ſaid, 


This is the will of him that ſent me, that every 


one that ſeeth the SON, and BELIEVETH ON HIM, 
may have everlaſting life; and I will raiſe him 
up at the laſt day.” Joan vi. 40. He that 
BELIEVETH on the SON hath everlaſting life ; 
and he that believeth not the Sox ſhall not ſee 
life, but the wrath of Gop abideth on him.” 
JohN iii. 36. © That whoſoever BELIEVETH 
o HIM ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life; for Gon ſo loved the world that he gave 
his ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, that whoſoever be- 

F  hieveth 
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dieveth on him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſiing life.” Joan iii. 15, 16. Ixsus 
ſaid, I am the reſurrection and the life ; be that 
BELIEVETH ON ME Hall not die eternally.” 
Jonx xi. 25, 26. Yerily, verily, I ſay unto 
vu, he that believeth on me hath everlaſting 
life; Tam the bread of life.” Jon vi. 47, 48. 
« am the bread of life; he that cometh 10 
me ſball never hunger, and be that believeth on 
me ſhall never thirſt.” John vi. 35. Jesvs 
cried, ſaying, if any man thirſt, let him come unto 
me and drink; he that believeth on me, as the 
ſeripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flew 
rivers of living water.” John vii. 37, 38. 
Whey ſaid unto Ixsus, what might we do that 
we might work the works of God? Jxsus an- 
ſwered and ſaid unto them, this is the work of 
Go, that ye believe on him whom be hath ſent.” 
Fobn vi. 28, 29. While ye bave the light, 
believe on the light, that ye may be the cbil. 


dren of the light.” Tohn x11. 36. He that 


believeth on the SON oF Go ig not condemned, 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
becauſe he hath not believed on the name of the 


only begotten SON or Gop.” Jobn iii. 18. 
- © Theſe things are written that ye may believe 
that JIxsus is the Son or Gop, and that believ- 


ing ye may have life in bis name. John xx. 31. 


* 
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6 ye believe not that J am, ye ſhall die in 
your fins.” Jobn viii. 24. Jesus ſaid, when 
the comforter is come, he will reprove the world 
of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment; of fin, 
becauſe they believe not on. me. John xvi. 8.“ 
F 


XVI. © The reaſon why the Lord Gop 


* the SAVIOUR ought to be approached 1s, be- 


cauſe he 1s Gop of heaven and earth, the 
redeemer and ſaviour, who hath omnipo- 
tence, omniſcience, omnipreſence, eſſential 
mercy, and at the ſame time righteouſneſs; 
and whereas man 1s his creature, and the 


church his ſheepfold, he hath over and over 
in the new covenant enjoined, that men ſhould 
approach, worſhip, and adore him. That 


he -alone ought to be approached, is inſiſted 
on in theſe words in Jahn; Verily, verily, I 


* ſay unto you, be that entereth not by the door 


into the ſheepfold, but climbeth up ſome other 
way, the ſame 1s a thief and a robber; but he 


bat entereth in by the door is the ſhepherd of the 
ſheep. I am the door; by me if any man enter 
in, he ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall find paſture ; the 
thief cometh not but to fleal, to kill, and to deſ- 
troy; I am come that they might have life and 
abundance; I am the good ſhepherd.” ch. x. 1, 
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2. 9. 10, 11. Man's being forbid to climb 
up ſome other way, was intended to prevent 
his approaching immediately to Gop the 
Fatker, who 1s inviſible, and conſequently in- 
acceſſible, and incapable of conjunction; and 
therefore he came into the world, and made 
himſelf viſible, acceſſible, and capable of con- 
junction, ſolely with a view to man's ſalva- 
tion; for unleſs Gop be approached in 
thought as man, all idea of Gop is loſt, and 
vaniſheth like bodily viſion when directed 
towards the wide univerſe, having nothing 
ſubſtantial to fix upon; the conſequence 
whereof is, that it fixeth on mere emptineſs, 
or on nature, or on ſomething within nature. 
That the true and very Gop, who from eter- 
nity 1s one, came into the world, is abundantly 
evident from the birth of the Loxp the ſaviour, 
in that he was conceived of the power of the 
higheſt by the Holy Ghoſt; and that conſe- 
quently his humanity was born of the vir- 
gin Mary; whence it follows, that his ſoul 
was the very eſſential divinity, which is called 
the Father, for God is individual, and that the 
humanity thence born is the humanity of 
God the father, which is called the Sox oF 
Gov. Luke i. 32. 34, 35. Hence it farther 
| follows, that whilſt the LoxD Gop the Sa- 


viour 


t 
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viour is approached, Gop the Father is alſo 
approached at the ſame time; wherefore the 
Loxp gave this anſwer to Philip, who de- 
fired he would ſhew him the Father, He 
that ſeeth me ſeeth the Far HERR; how ſayelt 
thou then, ſhew us the FATHER? Believeſt thou 
not that' 1 am in the Father and the Father in 
me? Believe me that I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me. John xiv. 6 to 11.“ U. T. 


538. 


Nothing can be more ſatisfactory, when attentively 
conſidered, than what is here taught reſpecting the ne- 
ceſſity of a faith directed towards Gop, as manifeſted 
in the Lozp Jxsus CyrrsT. At the time of the mani- 
feſtation, the world by wiſdom knew not Goo; 1 
Cor, i. 21. Men were worſhipping “ they knew not 
ꝛohat, JonN iv. 22. and were ſacrificing to“ an un- 
known Gop.“ AcTs xvii. 23. And e h,, as it 
has been well ſaid, adores an imperſonal Gop, Has 
NONE, and is without guide or rudder on an immenſe 
abyſs, that firft abſorbs his powers, and next himſelf.” 
Through the medium, however, of Jzsus Curisr, 
* the expreſs image of the inviſible'” Gop, men had 
* acceſs unto the FarHER.“ Erk. ii. 18. No man 
hath ſeen Gop at any time; the only begotten Son, who 
is in the boſom of the FATHER, HE HATH REVEALED 
IN“. 'Joun i. 18. Neither knoweth any man the 
FaTHER ; ſave the Son, and HE ro WHOM THE SON 


»The original word, e&yyyoaro, [expoſuit] ' ſeems: to expreſs 


more than * HATH REVEALED;" it denotes ſomething like ©* 4 


BRINGING FORTH TO VIEW,” 
SHALL 


Po 
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SHALL REVEAL HIM. Mar. xi. 27. Thou canft 
not ſee my face, ſaid Jenovan to Moſes. Exov. 
XXXIIi. 20. but the apoſtles beheld ** Zhe light of the 


knowledge of the glory of Gop in the face of Je8vs | 
Carrsr.”” 2 Cor. iv. 6. I am the way, the truth 
and the life, faith the Loxp; no one cometh unto the 
FaTrtr but by MR; Jonx xiv. 6. but, he that 
hath ſeen we, hath ſeen the FarURER.“ Jonx xiv. . 
« If ye had known ms ye ſhould have known the Fa- 
THER alſo; and from henceforth ye have known him 
and have ſeen him. Joan xiv. 7. He that ſeeth 


ME, hath ſeen him that ſent me.” Jonn xiv. 9. © He 
that receiveth Mx, hath received him that ſent uE.“ 


Joux xiii. 20. 


| XVII. & Obedience. © The Lord is the 
"x ſaviour; but he cannot ſave man, unleſs he 
Iiveth according to his laws and precepts.” 
A. R. 527. 


XVIII. That fellowſhip, or commu- 
nity, called the Cxurcn, conſiſteth of all 
ſuch perſons as have the church abiding in 
them; and the church gaineth admiſſion 
l into. every one when he 1s regenerate; and 
| every one becometh regenerate in proportion 
| as he abſtaineth from the evils of ſin, and 
ſhunneth them as he would ſhun troops of 
infernal ſpirits, whom he ſaw ready to aſſault 
him with burning torches, with intent to caſt 
him on a pile of fire. There are ſeveral 
things which in the firſt ſtages of life pre- 

pare 
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pare man for the church, and introduce him 
into it; but ad, of repentance alone are effi- 
cacious towards forming the church in man. 
Acts of repentance are all ſuch as make a 
man diſinclined to thoſe evils which are ſins 
againſt Gop; in conſequence whereof he ceaſ- 
eth to practiſe them.” 


ce That repentance is the beginning and 

foundation of the church, appears evidently 

from the word of Gop ; for John the Baptist, 

who was ſent before to prepare men for that 
church which the Loxpd was about to eſta- 

bliſh, whilſt he baptized preached at the ſame 

time repentance ; wherefore his baptiſm was 
called the baptiſm of repentance ; becauſe by 
baptiſm was ſignified ſpiritual waſhing, which 

is cleanſing from fins : this he did in Jordan, 
becauſe Jordan ſignified introduction into the 
church, being the firſt boundary of the land 

of Canaan, where the church was eſtabliſhed. 

The Loxp himſelf alſo preached repentance 

TY for the remiſſion of ſins, thereby teaching 
* that repentance is the beginning and founda- 
: tion of the church ; and that, in proportion 
as man performeth it, in the ſame proportion 
are ſins removed in him; and, as they are re- 
moved, ſo far they are forgiven, or remitted. 
| Moreover, 


| (48) 
Moreover, the Loxp enjoined his twelve apoſ- 
tles, and the ſeventy alſo, to preach repent- 
ance ; whence it is evident, that repentance 


is the beginning and foundation of the 
church.” U. T. 510. 


XIX. That repentance ought to be per- 
formed, and that man's ſalvation dependeth 
thereupon, is plain from many paſlages, and 
_ Poſitive declarations of the Lox in the word, 
of which we ſhall here adduce the following : 
e John preached the baptiſm of repentance, and 
ſaid, Bring forth fruits worthy of repentance.” 
Luke iii. 3. 8. Mark i. 4. © Jesus began to 


preach, and ſay, Repent ye, for the kingdom of | 


heaven is at hand.” Matt. iv. 17. Mark i. 14, 
15. Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh.” Luke xn. 5.. © Jesvs ſaid unto bis 
diſciples, that repentance and remiſſion of ſins, 
' ſhould be preached in his name among all na- 
tions.” Luke xxiv. 47. Wherefore, © Peter 
preached repentance and baptiſm in the name of 
Jesvs CHRIST, for the remiſſion of fins.” Acts 
ii. 38. and alſo ſaid, © Repent ye, and be con- 
verted, that your fins may be blotted out. ch. iii. 
19. and © Paul preached to all men to repent.” 
Acts xvii. 30. and © ſhewed firſt unto them of 
- Damaſcus, and at Jeruſalem, and. throughout 
all the coafts' of Judea, and then to the gentiles, 
3 that 
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that they ſhould repent, and turn to God, and do 
works meet for Repentance.” Acts XXV1. 20. 
and teſtified both to the Jews, and alſo to the 
Greeks, Repentance towards God, and faith to- 
wards our Lord Yeſus Chriſt.” Acts xx. 21. 
The Loxd alſo ſaid to the church at Epheſus, 
« have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou 
haſt left thy firſt love; repent, therefore, or elſe 
I will remove thy candleſtick out of his place, 
except thou repent.” Rev. ii. 2. 4, 5- and to 
the church in Pergamos, I know thy works ; 
Repent.” ch. ii. 16. and to the church in 
Thyatira, I vill give her up to ajfliction, 
except ſhe repent of her work.” ch. 11. 19. 22, 
23. and to the church of the Laodiceans, 


© 1 know thy works, be zealous, therefore, and 
repent.” ch. iii. 15. 19. There is joy in bea- 


ven over one finner that repenteth.” Luke xv. 7. 


With many other paſſages to the ſame pur- 


' poſe. Hence it is evident that repentance is 


a duty which ought to be performed.“ U. T. 
528. 


XX. It may be aſked, how is repen- 


tance to be performed? I anſwer, actually; 


that is, by a man's examining himſelf, know- 
ing and acknowledging his fins, and beginning 
a new life, There can be no ſuch thing as 
repentance without ſelf-examination; but, 

G to 
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1 
to what purpoſe 1s ſelf- examination, except 
that a man may know his ſins? and to what 
purpoſe 1s ſuch knowledge, but that he may 
acknowledge them to be in him? and to what 
purpoſe are all the three duties, but that he 
may confeſs his fins before the Loxp, and 
pray for divine ſuccours; and thus begin a 
new life; which is the end to which every 
previous ſtep is pointed. This is actual re- 
pentance; and this the method by which it 
is to be performed, as may appear plain to 
every one from the nature of baptiſm; by 
the waſhing whereof is ſignified regenera- 
tion; for therein the ſponſors promiſe for 
the child that he will renounce the Devir and 
all his works. In like manner it may appear 
plain from the Loxp's ſupper ; previous 
whereto all are admoniſhed to repent of their 
ſins, and turn themſelves to Gop, and begin a 
new life: it is plain, alſo, from the catechiſm, or 
decalogue, which 1s in the hands of all chriſ- 
tians; ſix commandments whereof enjoin on- 
ly that man ſhould not commit evils ; becauſe, 
unleſs he removeth them by repentance, he 
cannot poſſibly love his neighbour, and much 
leſs Gop; when, nevertheleſs, on theſe two 
duties hang all the law and the prophets; that 
is, the word, and conſequently ſalvation. Ac- 
| | tual 
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tual repentance, if it be ſucceſſively repeated, 
viz. as often as a man prepareth himſelf to par- 
take of the holy ſupper, ſuppoſing him after- 
wards to abſtain from one or more ſins, which 
he diſcovereth in himſelf, is ſufficient to 
initiate him into an actual ſtate of repentance; 
and when he is in that ſtate, he is in the way 
to heaven; for then he beginneth from a na- 
tural man to become ſpiritual, and to be born 
anew of the Lok Dp.“ U. T. 530. 


As in certain foregoing extracts there was clearly 
ſhewn the neceſſity of a rarTH directed towards Gop, 
as manifeſted in the Loxp Jzsus CurrsT, even fo, in 
thoſe which have juſt been given, there is ſhewn, with 
equal clearneſs, the neceflity of an oBEDIENCE to him; 
or, in other words, a reſolute oppoſition to every evil 
influence. 


Reader, it is probable, that by the reading or hearing 
of that holy worp, which is ** quick and powerful, and a 
diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart, thou 
haſt arrived at a right knowledge of the ſtate of thy ſoul 


by nature; and haſt diſcovered that all thy deſires and 


thoughts, thine ends and intentions, thy words and works, 
are, naturally, under the ſelfiſh and worldly influence 
of the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, and of 
wicked ſpirits in high places; Een. vi. 12. that thou art 
far from thy father's houſe, and wandering. in a far 
country, amidſt ſavages and ſtrangers. The important 
diſcovery hath made, it is probable, a forcible impreſ- 
ſion on thy mind: like the Jews to whom Peter preach- 
ed, thou art pricked at heart ;”* thou art experiencing 
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a godly ſorrow ;'' and, from a fear of everlaſting 
wretchedneſs, haſt been led to exclaim, ** Men and 
"brethren, what ſhall I dee ©* H hat ſhall I do to be 
Javed?” hat ſhall. I dy to inherit eternal life?“ 
« WH ho ſhall ſhew me any good thing ©" * ho ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death?“ 


Happily for thee, the ſame | ſcriptures which made 
bare thy wounds, ſupply an effectual remedy for thy re- 
lief; teaching that the Loxp Jesus CurisT is the Sa- 
viour, the Redeemer, the Deliverer which thou ſo pain- 
fully didſt experience the want of, being made unto 
us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctiſicalion, and 
redemption.” 1 Cor. i. 30. 


In anſwer to thine enquiries, reſpecting the means 
of attaining that ſalvation which is by him, it has been 
revealed to thee,no doubt, that ſuch ſalvation is attained, 
in the firſt place, by a FariTH in him: as it is written, 
Go ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whoſoever BELIEVETH ON HIM ſould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ Jokx iii. 16. Per- 
ceiving the neceſſity of ſuch a faith, thou haſt read thy 
bible, it is probable, with the expreſs purpoſe of hear- 
ing the welcome information that Jxsus Curtsr is the 
friendly ſaviour of ſinners; and thou haſt confirmed 
thyſelf in this eternal truth, that had not he *fulfilled all 
righteouſneſs,” ſuffered, and roſe again, ſalvation could 
not poſſibly have been effected. Thine eye and thy 
thoughts are, therefore, ever fixed upon the Saviour 
who, by fis agony and bloody fweat, by his gloriqus 
reſurrefion and aſcenſion, and by the coming of the 
Hely Ghoft,”' is the deliverer of ſouls I Es us © 7s precious 
to thee,”” and thou findeſt in him a balm for the ſorrows 
of the heart, and a comfortable ſolace for thy ſpiritual 
afftictions. de 
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Know, however, and be fully affured, that how- 
ever needful a Fa1TH in the Lono may be, an oBeDt- 
ENCE to his will is equally requiſite; agreeable to what 
is written, CurrsT, being/made perfect, became the 
author of eternal ſalvation unto all them that OBEY 
Aim.“ Hes. v. 9. without OBEDIENCE to his will, he 
is not the author of eternal ſalvation; the extent of 
his adorable merits is loſt to thee, and a mere belief 


in them of ſmall avail. He ſuffered, that he might 


enter into glory; as it is written, ©* ought not CurrsT 
to have ſuffered theſe things and enter into his glory? 
LuKE xxiv. 26. alſo Johx xii. 23. and he entered 
into glory” to the end that the HoLy GrnosT might be 
given; as it is written, The Holy Ghoſt was not yet 
given, becauſe Ixsus was not yet GLORIFIED.” JOHN 
vii. 39. and the Hory GnosT, for which he ſuffered 
and was glorified, is fully given unto thoſe alone who 
are obedient to his will; agreeable to the words of 
PETER, Ile hath given the Holy Ghoſt to them which 
oBEY him.“ AcTs v. 32. OBEDIENCE, therefore, is 
needful, as well as faith, in order to the full attain- 
ment of that & wi/dom, and righteouſneſs, and ſancti fi- 
cation, and redemption,” which are derived, from the 
Saviour Gop ; it is in proportion as we put off 
concerning the former converſation the old man which 
is corrupt, according to deceitful luſts, that we are re- 
newed in the ſpirit of our minds, and put on a new man, 
which after Gop is created in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs.” Ern. iv. 22. 


My brother, thy Savious faith unto thee, Nh 
calleſt thou me Lon! LoxpD ! and doeft not the things 
which I ſay.” Luxx vi. 46. If thou wouldft enter 
into life, keep the commandments.” Marr. xix, 17. 
* Come OUT FROM AMONG THEM, and BE THOU sE- 
PARATE, and TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN THING, and 


I will 


Fae nn; Vo ramggrn=.. Tv 


C86” 3 

J will receive you: and I will be a father unto you; 
and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith the Loxo 
ALurenrr.“ 2 Cor. vi. 117. Let the wicked for- 
ſake his way, and the unrightegus man his thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Logp, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our Gop, and he will abundantly 
pardon.” ISA. Iv. 7. Reſolve then to do this; and 
whenever any proud, or worldly, or ſenſual intention, 
purpoſe, or thought do indicate the preſence of thy 
ſpiritual enemies, fully conſcious that it will “ profit 
thee nothing to gain the whole world and loſe thine own 
foul ;”* Marr. xvi. 26. ſay unto thyſelf, ** 1 will not 
do this great wickedneſs and ſin againſt Gop.“ GEN. 
XRXIX. 9. reſiſt the Devil, and he will flee from thee ; 
draw nigh unto Gop and he will draw nigh unto thee.” 
James iv. 7, 8. 


— —. 


CAP. I. 
Tux GLORIFICATION, 


Having already conſidered the true nature of that 
REDEMPTION which, as we have ſeen, was one great end 
of the manifeſtation, we ſhall now conſider the ſecond 
end, which was that of the 6LoRIFICATLION of the Hu- 
manity. On this ſubject modern theologians are alto- 
gether filent ; although, without a true knowledge, and 
clear idea of it, it is impoſſible that the holy worp ſhould 
be fully underſtood, or that we ſhould rationally “ Ho- 
nour the Son, even as we honour the FarHER. JohN 
v. 23. The following extracts are offered, therefore, 
for the reader's moſt ſerious conſideration. 


4 
5 


I. & Yhat. © THE Loxp indeed was 


born as another man, and had an infirm hu- 


man 


„ oO ho 
* Py 4 
«* * A 


— _— * jm . % 


* ” "LE - we .- »: — <4 * - 
C 


* 


a e. 2 


* W N 
, N 4 
þ : 5 
7 
7 1 
34 
4 4 
; . 
11 
4 
) | 9 
; 
12 
# J 


6-65. 


man [principle] from the mother ; but he to- 
tally expelled this [principle], ſo that he was 
no longer the ſon of Mary, and made the hu- 
man [ principle] in himſelf Divine, which is 
meant by his being 6LORIFIED. A. C. 4692. 


II. © After that the Loxp had expelled 
hereditary evil, and thereby purified the orga- 
nical [veſſels or ſubſtances] of the human eſ- 
ſence, theſe alſo received life; ſo that the 
Lok, as he was life with reſpect to the inter- 
nal man, was made life alſo with reſpect to the 
external man; this is what is ſignified by Lo- 
RIFICATION ; as in John Xill. 31, 32. xvii. 
i. 5. Mi. 28. A. C. 1603. 


III. © To be G6LORIFIED, and to be unit- 
ed to the divine | principle], is the ſame thing.” 
A. C. 2826. 


V. © The humanity which appertained 
to him, was from the mother, conſequently it 
was infirm, having with 1t an hereditary prin- 
ciple from the mother, which he overcame by 
temptation combats, and entirely expelled, in- 
ſomuch that nothing remained of the infirm 
and hereditary principle derived from the mo- 
ther; yea, at laſt, nothing which was from 
the mother remained, ſo that he totally put off 
every thing maternal, to ſuch a degree as to be 
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no longer her ſon; according to what he him- 
ſelf faith in Mark—< They ſaid unto JIxsus, 
Behold thy mother and thy brethren without ſeek 
thee! And he anſwered and ſaid unto them, ſay- 
ing, Who is my mother and my brethren? And 
looking round upon them who ſat about him, he 
ſaid, Bebold my mother and my brethren ; for 
whoſoever ſhall do the will of Gop, be is my 
brother, and my ſiſter, and my mother.” iii. 32. to 
35. Matt. x11. Luke vin.” A. C. 2159. 


V. The Lorp made the very corpo- 
real principle in himſelf divine, as well the 
ſenſual things thereof, as the recipients; 
wherefore he roſe again from the ſepulchre 
with his body, and likewiſe, after his reſur- 
rection, ſaid to his diſciples, © See my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myſelf; handle me and 
fee : for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones as ye ſee 
me have.” Luke xxiv. 39.” A. C. 5078. alſo 
A. C. 1729. 2083. 


VI. Fhe glorification of the Lord 


is the glorification of his humanity, which he 


aſſumed in the world; and the glorified huma- 
nity of the Loxp is the pivine NATURAL : 
that this is the caſe, is evident from this cir- 
cumſtance, that the Lord roſe from the ſe- 
pulchre with his complete body which he had in 
900 the 
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the warld, and left nothing bebind him therein; 
conſequently, that he took thence along with 
him the real natural humanity, complete from 
firſt to laſt, From whence it appears, that his 
natural body, by 6LORIFICATION, was made 
divine; wherefore Paul faith, that © in CHRIST 
 dwelleth all the fullneſs of the godhead BODILY.” 
Coloſſ. ii. g. and John, that © Jesus CHRIST, 
>. the Son of Gop, is the true Gop. 1 Jobn v. 20, 
| 21. Hence the angels know that the Lorp 
alone, in the whole ſpiritual world, 1s perfect 
man.” U. T. 109. 
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VII. * It may be aſked, in what canſiſted 
the trinity which was in Gop, before the Loxo 
aſſumed the humanity, and made it divine in 
the world ? At that time Gop was in like 
manner man, and there were appertaining tv 
him a divine principle, a divine human prin- 
ciple, and a divine proceeding ; or a divine 
eſſe, divine exiſtere, and divine procedere ; 
for, as hath been obſerved, there can be noGop 
without a trinity. But, the divine human 
principle was not then divine to the very u/ti- 
mates; the ultimates are what are called FLESH 
and BoXEs, Theſe alſo were made divine by 
the Lok, when he was in the world; this 
was acceſſory (or ſuperinduced) and this is 

H no 


1 
now the divine humanity appertaining to Gov, 
This may be alſo illuſtrated by the following 
compariſon : Every angel is man; there exiſt- 
eth in every angel a ſoul, a body, and what 
thence: proceedeth ; nevertheleſs, an angel is 
not a perfect man, not having feb and bones 
like unto a man in the world. That the 


Lokp made his humanity divine to the very 


ultimates, which are called fleſh and bones, 
he ſhewed his diſciples (who believed they ſaw 
a ſpirit, when they ſaw the Loxp) in faying 
to them, Behold my hands and my feet, that it is 
T myſelf; handle me, and ſee; for a ſpirit hath not 
fleſh and bones as ye ſee me have.” From which 
it follows, that now Gop is man more than 
the angels. The compariſon is made with an 
angel and with a man; howbeit it is to be 
underſtood that Gop is life in himſelf, but an 
angel is not life in himſelf, being only a reci- 
pient of life.“ A. E. 1112, 


In addition to, and in illuſtration of, the above 
extracts, the reader is requeſted to attend to the follow- 
ing obſervations. 


Although the inmaſt ſoul of Jesvs Cun ist was 
Jenovan or the Fartuyzs, yet his humanity was not 
Jexovyan, but of a diſtin& nature. 


With regard to this Humanity, it ſhould be ob- 
ſerved, that it conſiſted of the rational mind, the natural 


mind, and the Body: the RATIONAL mind, which was 
opened 
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opened and formed at the age of youth, was indeed 
from the Faruk, fo alſo was the NATURAL mind 
opened and formed at the age of childhood, LUKE 1. 
80. ii. 40; Fa. as well as even the Bopy itſelf in pro- 
portion as it was purified, perfected, and prepared for 
GLORIFICATION ; (for the firſt body was made of a 
woman,” GAL. iv. 4. but the ſecond was without 
mother; HEB. vii. 3. alſo Marx iii. 33. The firſt was 
made under the lau, GAL. iv. 4. and thus unper- 
ſe&, infirm, and impure; but the ſecond was a holy 
one, Acts xiii.. 35. pure and perfect; the firſt was 
the ſon of Mary, but the ſecond was ** declared to be 
the ſon of Gop with power, according to the ſpirit of 
holineſs, by the reſurrection from the dead; the firſt 
* was made of the ſeed of David, the ſecond was 
David's Loxy, Max xii. 37.) Nevertheleſs, although 
the Humanity (conſiſting of the rational and natural 
minds, together with the body ) did thus proceed forth 
and come from” the indwelling FArHRR, Jonx viii. 42. 
Although it came out from him, Joan xvii. 8. yet it 
was not the FATHER, any more than, comparatively, 
the beams which proceed forth and come out from the 
ſun ar2 the ſun itſelf, or than the ſtreams which pro- 
ceed from a fountain are the fountain itſelf. 


Such was the Humanity, or human nature; which, 
unlike every other, was capable of being 6LORIFIED, 
or united to the infinite and eternal glory of JeHovan 
himſelf; and this was the LORTIcATION alluded to. 
As © the buſh burned with fire, and was not con- 
Jumed, Exop. ii. even ſo the Humanity was united 
to the eternal JeHovan; as the arterial blood filleth 
the whole body, even ſo “ it pleaſed the FarHER that 
in him ſhould all fullneſs dwed. Cor. i. 19. 
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This GLORITIcATION, however, it muſt be added, 
was not effected at once, but gradually and ſucceſſively. 
Vide. Joux xii. 28, It commenced from the interi- 
ors of the rational mind; and, even as the precious 
oil which was poured on the head of Aaron tran down 
to the ſkirts of his garment, in like manner the infi- 
nite and eternal glory deſcended gradually from the 
higher principles of the Mess1an, or anointed one, 
down to the ultimate or loweſt of all; until, finally, the 
very body itſelf © aſcended to its FATHER and our 
FATHER, fo its Gon and our Gop.“ JohN xx. 17. 


VIII. & How and by what means effected. 
ce In regeneration, as in a kind of image, it 
appears how the Loxp glorified his human 
principle, or what 1s the ſame thing, made it 
divine; for, as the Lord altogether changed 
his human ſtate into divine, fo alſo the Loy 
with .man, when he regenerates him, altoge- 
ther changes his ſtate ; for he makes his old 
man new.“ A. C. 3296. 


IX. The union could no otherwiſe be 
effected, than by the moſt grievous tempta- 
tion combats and victories, and at length by 
the laſt combat, which was that of the croſs.” 
A. C. 2776. 


That the regeneration of man is an image of the 
GLORIFICATION of the rv, is evident from his own 
words. * Ye which have followed me in the regenera- 
tion.“ Marr. xix. 28. and again, Ye are they which 
have continued with me in my temptations; and J ap- 
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( 6x1 } 
point unto you a kingdom, as my FATHER hath appointed 
unto ne.. LUKE xxii. 28. Let us then attend to the 
various circumſtances of the regenerate life, aud we 
ſhall thereby attain a ſtill clearer idea of the manner in 
which the 6LOoRtFICATION was effected. 


As ſoon as we have arrived at that firft tate when 
the interior, the ſupreme, affections and thoughts are 
raiſed heavenward, there exiſt in us (exclufive of the 
kingdom of Gop in the centre of the ſoul, Luke xvii. 21) 
a HOLY mind and an UunnoLy one, which, in the lan- 
guage of the experienced apoſtle, are called ©* the /þ1rit 
and the fleſh ;"' the “ law of the mind and the law of 
the members;”” the ſpiritual mind and “ the carnal 
mind.“ Even ſo, in Jzsvs CHRIST (excluſive of the 
indwelling Jeuovan) there exiſted an holy principle 
and an unholy one; the former being that which came 
out or proceeded from the Fatnes, © holy, harmleſs, 
unde filed, ſeparate from ſinners, and made higher than 
the heavens.” HEB. vil. 25. and the latter being that 
which was afſumed from the mother, being“ made 
under the law.“ GAL. iv. 4. Now, ſeeing that there 
are in us thoſe two contrary principles, we muſt needs, 
as an inevitable conſequence, endure TEMPTATIONS ; 
or, in other words, the FLESH muſt needs luſt againſt 
the seIRIT, and the 8P1RIT againſt the FLESH, the one 
being cantrary to the other; ** the law of the members 
will be at war with the law of the mind; the CaR» 


NAL mind will beat enmity with the $P1RITUAL mind, 


and the ſon of the bond-woman will hate and perſes 
cute the ſon of the freed-wmZoman; and theſe ſtates of 
temptation, or ſpiritual trial, when the holy mind is 
oppoſed by the unholy, and the wnhsly is reſtrained by 
that which 1s holy, muſt leeds be. ſtates of mourning 
and of ſuffering ; and, from the cold and gloomy influ- 
ence of the carnal mind, we muſt needs appear, at thoſe 

ſeaſons, 


( 62 ) 
ſeaſons, gt a diſtance from Gop, and forſaken of him: 
although this is only an appearance, for Gop ** for- 
ſaketh not his ſaints; PsA. xxvii. 28. he never fail- 
et or forſaketh them.” Joshua i. 5. 


Such alſo were the ſtates which Jxsus CurrsrT en- 
dured. Although without (actual or appropriated) 
in, ye he was ** tempted in all points, as we are tempt- 
ei Hes. iv. 15. he was tempted of the devil; 
Marr. iv. 1. he alſo mourned, Joun xi. 38. and /uf- 
Fered, Luxx xxiv. 26. prayed to Gop, as to one at a diſ- 
tance from himſelf; Marr. xxvi. 39. and appeared to 
be forſaken of his FA TER. Marr. xxvil. 46. 


The temptations of the faithful, however, painful as 
they may be, are attended with the moſt bleſſed effects: 
evils are thereby ejected, and the mind attains to a fuller 
conjunction with the Loxp ; as it is written, Reſiſt 1 
the devil, and he will flee from thee ; draw nigh unto 4 
Gop, and he will draw nigh unto thee.” JAuxs iv. 7. 6 
And again; Bleſſed is the man that endureth tempta- 
tion ; for when he is tried he ſhall receive the crown of 
life, which the LoxD hath promiſed to them that love 
him.” JAuzs i. 12. 


In like manner, the grievous temptations of Jxsus 
Cnrrsr were attended with the moſt glorious effects 
that can be conceived; nothing leſs than a ſucceſſive 
purification of the numaniry from its maternal infirmi- 
ties and imperfections, and a fuller and more perfect 
union with JEHOVARH; as it is written, Ought not 
Cunrsr to ſuffer theſe things, and, ſo to enter into his 

Lor; LUKE xxiv. 26. The Captain of our Sal- 
vation was made perfect through ſufferings.” HRB. ii. 10. 


Thus it appears evidently, that the regeneration of 


man 1s an image of the Loxp's GLORIFICATION, It is 
| true, 


( 63 ) 


true, indeed, that in ſome reſpects they differ. 1, Me have 
to experience the ſtate of penitence for actual fin, but 
not ſo the Loxp ; becauſe ** none could ever convince 
him of ſin; Joux viii. 46. 2. The Lonxp was united 
to the infinite and eternal Jenovan, which conſtituted 
his inmoſt ſoul ; but we are only conjoined to the ſpirit 
of Caersr, the kingdom of Gop within us. 3. 
The Lord glorified even the corporeal principle, or 
BODY ; but the regeneration of man terminates in the 
natural mind. Thus, in ſome reſpects, do the REGENE= 
RATION and GLORIFICATLON differ from each other; 
howbeit they are, notwithſtanding, exceedingly anala- 
gous; and the better we acquaint ourſelves with the for- 
mer, the clearer idea we ſhall attain of the latter. 


X. & For what end. © This is that union 
whereby they may be ſaved, who are princi- 
pled in faith grounded in charity; for the 
eſſential ſupreme divine principle could not 
otherwiſe reach to mankind, who had re- 
moved themſeives ſo far from the celeſtial 
and ſpiritual influences, that they no longer 
acknowledged them, much leſs did they per- 
ceive them.“ A. C. 2776. 


XI. © Inaſmuch as man is ſuch that he 
is utterly incapable of forming an idea of 
thought concerning abſtract principles, un- 
leſs he adjoins ſomewhat natural, which had 
entered from the world through ſenſual things, 
(for without ſuch a natural ſomewhat his 

thought 
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thought periſhes as in an abyſs, and is diſſi- 
pated) therefore, leſt the divine (principle 
or being) ſhould periſh with man altogether 
immerſed in corporeal and worldly things, 
and m caſes where it remained, ſhould be de- 
filed by an unclean idea, and together there- 
with, every thing celeſtial and ſpiritual ſhould 
ſuffer in like manner, it pleaſed Jenovan to 
preſent himſelf actually ſuch as he is, and 
ſuch as he appears in heaven; viz. as a divine 
man. This divine [principle] or this IE Ho- 
VAH, in heaven is the Loxp from eternity; 
the ſame principle alſo the Loxp took upon 
him when he glorified, . or made the human 
[principle] in himſelf divine.” A. C. 5110. 
The end for which the oLont FI SATfON was effect- 
ed, as here afligned, viz. that thereby mankind might 
approach unto a kngwn and vi/ible Gop, will be found 
exactly conſiſtent with the teſtimony of the apoſtle ; 
who, in ſpeaking of the ends or purpoſes for which the 
Lorp was exalted or glorified, ſays, that he. was ex- 
alted, and given a name that is above every other name, 
that at the name of Jxsus EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, 
of. things in heaven, of things on earth, and things 
under the earth. See further on this ſubject in p. 45. 


Such, then, is that 6LoRiF1caTioN which was the 
ſecond great end for which the Lonp came into the 
world; by a ſerious attention to which, and eſpecially 
by conſidering the real tate of the numManity when 
GLORIFLED, we ſhall ſee with clearneſs why the Sox is 


to receive equal honor as the FATHER. JOHN v. 23- 
I, The 


( 65 ) 
I. The humanity was then in all reſpects equal to 
the FaruER, and poſſeſſed of the ſame effence, attri- 


butes, and perfections. We find the Lonp faying, 


therefore, in the courſe: of the 6LoRtFICATLON; © all 
that the FatueR hath ts MINE ;”” Jon xvi. 15. for 
eit pleaſed the FarHER that in him ſhould ALL FULL- 
NESS. DWELL. CoL. i. 19. The FaruꝝR loved the 
Sow, and gave ALL THINGS INTO HIS HAND.“ JOHN iii. 
35. As the FaTuts, therefore, had“ LI FR IN HIMSELF ; 
even ſo the, Son had Lite IN HIMSELF.'" JOHN v. 26. 
As the FAaTurr is ALMIGHTY, even ſo the Sox hath 
„ all power in heaven and on earth.“ Marr. xxviii. 
18. 4s the FarRRER worketh, ſo alſo Tworketh the 
Som.“ Joan v. 17. Whatſoever things the FATHER 
dyeth, ſo alſo doeth the So. Joux v. 19. As the 
FATHER raiſeth the dead and quickeneth them, even ſo 
the Sox quickeneth whom he will. Jonn v. 21. As the 
FATHER is omnipreſent, even ſo the Sow is with us 
always, even unto the end of the world; MATT. xxviii. 
20, and ** wherever two or three are gathered together 
in HIS NAME, he is in the midſt of them. Marr. xviit. 
20. As the FATHER is omniſcient; ſo “ he needed not 
that any ſhould teſtiſy concerning man, for he knew 
what was in man. JOHN ii. 25. 


IT. He is one with the FATueR; as he declared, 
«© and my FATHER are ons.” JohN x. 30. For 
although the FATHER is divine, and the Sov is divine, 
yet there cannot be Hos divine beings, but one; al- 
though the Fartazr hath life in himſelf, and the Sox 
hath life in himſelf, yet there cannot be two fountains 
of life, but one; although the FarnER is ALMIGHTY, 
and the Son is ALMIGHTY, yet there cannot be Two 
ALMIGHTIES but one. And by one we are not to un- 
derſtand, as ſome have underſtood, only unanimous; 
for JoNATHAN, and DvD were unanimous, and yet 
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were not one; but we are to underſtand by this one · 
neſs, one individual, one being, one rRRSSON. 


We are to conceive of the FArnEx, or divine 
eſſence, as being (not out of the Son, above the Son, 
or at the fide of the Sox, thus ſeparate from him, but) 
within the Son; and this we ſhall find perfectly agree- 
able to ſcripture; wherein we read, The FATHER is 
IN me.” Joh x. 38. The FATHER dwelleth ix 
me. JoHN xiv. 10. Gon was Id CHRIST, reconciling 
the world unto himſelf.” 2 Cor. v. 19. In him 
dwelleth all the fullneſs of the godhead bodily.”' Cor. 
ll. 9. He ſpeak before Gon id CarisT.” 2. Cor. 
Xit. 19. They tall fall down unto thee; they ſhall 
make ſupplication unto thee, ſaying, ſurely Gov is 1N 
thee; and there is none elſe, there is no Gon.“ Is ALIAk 
lv. From theſe and fimilar paſſages it is evident, that 
the FATHER and the Son are one, like ſoul and body: 
are one individual Being, and not two. It is written, 
therefore, Rev. xxi. 22, The Lord Gop ALMiRHTx, 
and the Laws, are the TRMurLE of it,”” not the TRM- 
PLES, as it would have been written, were they two, 
but, the TEMTLR. As the glory dwelt in the Temple, 
fo Jerovan dwelleth in the humanity ; and as they 
paſſed through the veil, to go to the holieſt, even ſo, 
* through the weil, which is his fleſh, we enter, as 
through a new, and living way, into the holy of lolies, 
Hes, x. 20. and © have acceſs unto the Father, Ern. 
n. 18. | : 


It is further written, Rever.. xxii. 3, 4. The 
throne of Gon and the Lams fhall be in it; and nis 
ſervants ſhall ſerve nat; not their ſervants ſhall ſerve 
them, as it would affuredly have been written, had 
Gop and the Lanz, or Jtovan and the Hun- 
N1TY, been two individual beings, but, us _ 

| all 
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ſhall ſerve ut, and they ſhall ſee nis face, and us 
name fhall be on their furebeads. 


Reader, if thou conſidereſt, as ſeriouſly as it de- 
ſerves, this ſtate of the Lorp Jesus CnrisT, when 
glorified, that, & in him dwelleth all the fullneſs of 
the Godhead bodily,” &c. that he 1s individually, 
one with the indwelling FATHER, and no longer 
« a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, 
but above the brightneſs of the ſun,” AcTs xxvi. 
13, or with “ his countenance ſhining as the ſun in its 
ſtrength, Rev. i. 16. thou wilt be conſtrained to 
confeſs that he is indeed ** the true Gop, and eternal 
life.“ 1 Johx v. 20. ©* the only wiſe Gop, our Saviour, 
Jupz 25. ** Gop over all, bleſſed for ever.” Rom. ix. g. 
*« the vlefſed and only potentate, 1 Tin. vi. 18. who 
ONLY hath immortality, 1 TM. vi. 16. The mighty 
Gop, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of peace. Isa. 
ix. 6. and thou wilt join the angelic hoſts, in ſaying, 
« Great and marvellous are thy works, Lokd Gop Al- 
MIGHTY, juſt end true are thy ways, thou King of 
Saints; who ſhall not fear thee, and glorify thy 
name? for THOU ONLY art holy, for all nations ſhall 
come and worſhip before thee; for thy judgments are 


made manifeſt.” Rev. xv. 3, 4. Fully believing that 


*©the hour is come, when we ſhall no longer in this moun- 
tain, or at Feruſalem, worſhip the Fa uRR, (i. e. the 
inviſible eſſence) becauſe ſuch ** wor. ſhip they know not 
wat; Jon iv. 22. thou wilt approach the Fatyrs 


IN THE SoN, believing in, approaching, and looking 


unto, the Lon Jzsps Curisr as the manifeſted Gop, 
and thus obeying the commandment of him who faith 
unto thee, ** Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all ye ends 
of the earth; for I am Gon, and beſides me there is none 
eſſe; I have fworn by urELr, the word hath gone out 
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of my mouth in righteouſneſs, and ſhall not return, that 
uU 
unto ME every knee ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall wear.“ 
Is A. xlv. 22. Come unto ME, all ye that labour and 1 
are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. Marr. xi. at 
28, „I am the reſurrection and the life; he that be- tl 
lievetſ in wg, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live.“ 21 
Jonx xi. 25, ** 1 am the bread of life; he that cometh , 
tome ſhall never hunger, and he that believeth on un P 
all never thirft.”” Jon vi. 35. I am the door; by b 
ME F any man enter in he ſhall be ſaved, and ſhall go in r 
and out, and find paſture.” JohN x. 9. I am the 1. 
way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the * 
Farnkx, but by E. JohN xiv. 6. I am the light of 
the rorld; he that followeth xz ſhall not walk in dark- 7 
neſs, but ſhall have the light of life.“ Joun viii. 12. 2 
— — — 7 
0 
II. 
CurIsTian PERFECTION, or the New CREATURE. 


I. $ * Charity and faith are mere mental 
and periſhable things, unleſs they be deter- 
mined to works, and co-exiſt therein, when- 
ſoever it 1s practicable,”  U, $378. 


R II. Love and wiſdom are mere nothings, 
| and only ideal entities without reality, until 
they are applied to uss; for love, wiſdom, and 
uſe, are three things which cannot be ſepa- 
rated; becauſe, in caſe of ſeparation, each is 
| reduced to nothingneſs ; for /ove is nothing 
| without wiſdom, but being in w:/dom, it is 


formed to a ſomething ; which ſomething is 
uſe ; 


( 69 ) 


uſe; wherefore, when love by wiſdom is in 

uſe, it then becometh a reality, becauſe it 
actually exiſteth ; the caſe in this reſpect is 
the ſame as with an end, cauſe, and efe# ; the 
end being nothing, unleſs by the cauſe it be 
productive of efe#; and if one of the three 
be deficient, the-whole is deficient ; and 1s 
reduced to nothingneſs. The caſe is the 
ſame alſo in reſpect to charity, faith, and works ; 
charity without faith is nothing, nor 1s 
faith any thing without charity, nor charity 
and faith any thing without works ; but in 
works they become ſomething ; the quality 
of which ſomething is according to the uſe 
or profitableneſs of thoſe works. The ſame 
holdeth good in regard to affe&1on, thought, 
and operation; and alſo in regard to will, un- 
derſtanding, and action; for will, without un- 
denſtanding, is like the eye without ſight; and 
both, without action, are like mind without 
body. The ſcience of geometry alſo teacheth 
that nothing can be complete, or perfect, ex- 
cept it be trine, or a compound of three; for 
the geometrical line is nothing unleſs it be- 
come an area; nor is an area any thing, un- 
leſs it become a ſolid; wherefore one muſt 
be multiplied into the other, in order to their 


exiſtence and co-exiſtence in the third, And 
as 


; 
; 
| 
| 
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as it is in this inſtance, ſo it is, likewiſe, in 
the caſe of all, and every created thing, which 
hath its limit and termination in a third. 
Hence we ſee the true ground and reaſon why 
THREE, in the word, ſignifieth what is complete 
and perfect. As this is the caſe, we cannot 
but wonder that ſome profeſs faith alone, ſome 
charity alone, and ſome works alone, to be ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation; when yet one without 
another, or any two of them without the third, 
are mere nothings. It may be aſked, is it not 
poſſible for a man to have charity and farth, 
and yet not have works? May not he be in- 
clined, both in affection and thought, towards 
ſome particular purpoſe, and yet not be in its 
operation? To which may be anſwered, no; 
in reality he cannot, though in idea he may : 


for he muſt needs be in an endeavour or will 


to operate, and 4oz//, or endeavour, is an act in 
itſelf, becauſe it is a continual ſtriving to- 
wards action; which ſtriving becometh an act 
in externals, when it meeteth with an oppor- 
tunity of determinaticn ; wherefore, endea- 
your: and will, as an internal act, is accepted 
by. every wiſe man, becauſe it is accepted by 
Gop altogether as an external act, provided 
only that, when an opportunity offers, it is 
not defective in operation.” U. T. 387. 

With 
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With regard to this PERFECTION, which is the at- 
tendant, and ultimate effect of all redeeming operations, 
it may be obſerved, in the firſt place, that it is frequent- 
ly mentioned in facred ſcripture ; thus it is written, 
« Mark the PERFECT man, and behold the upright ; for 
the end of that man is peace. PsA. xxxvil. 37. If 
thou wouldſt be pERFECT, ſell all thou haſt, and take up 
thy croſs and follow me. MATT. xix. 21. There are, 
however, a variety of opinions on the true nature of it: 
thus ſome, we find, make it to conſiſt only in a princi- 
ple of Love in the heart, others in FarTH in the under- 
ſtanding, and others, again, in the works of the hands, 
There is reaſon to believe, however, that all ſuch haye 
formed concerning it very imperfect ideas; for that it 
doth not conſiſt in any of theſe three things, ſeparate 
from each other, but in that perfect union of them all 
which the apoſtle alluded to, when he faid, ** In Jxsus 
Cunts r neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor un- 
circumciſion, but FAITH which WORKETH by Love." 
GAL. v. 6. 


It is true, indeed, that the principle of Love is ex- 
prefily enjoined in ſacred ſcripture, and that, without 
it, there can be no perfection: thus it is written, Thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy Gop with all thine heart, and 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy firength, and thy neighbour as thyſelf.” Marr. 
xxii. 37. but it is equally true, that the principle of 
FarrtH is with equal plainneſs required; for it is written, 
* Have faith in Gop, MARE ii. 12. and again, re- 
pent ye and BELIEVE the goſpel.” MARK i. 15. Except 
. Je BELIEVE that 1 am, ye ſhall die in your fins.” Johx 
Yui. 24. Goop wokks are alſo as poſitively com- 
manded as either love or faith; for it is written, «Tf 
ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye bo them,” Joun 

xili. 


3 


Kili. 17. y call ye me Lox D! Lox o! and vo not 


the things that J ſay. > Luke vi. 46. Thus, a ſcrip- 


tural perfection, it is plain, doth not conſiſt only in 
Love, or only i in Fair, or only in Works, but in that 
perfe& union of all theſe three things, which may 
properly enough be called the FarrH, which worKk- 
ETH by Love.” be true nature of chriſtian perfec- 
tion may be farther illuſtrated, by conſidering it as a 
conformity to the righteouſneſs and holineſs of the di- 
vine nature. Thus, the regenerated are ſaid, to put 
on a new man, which, after Gov, is created in righte- 
euſneſs and true bolineſs.” Een. iv. 24. The apoſtle 
further ſpeaks of coming unto a PERFECT man, unto the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Curist.”' Een. 
ir. 13. We are alſo commanded to be pErrECT, ever: 
as our HRAVENLVY FATHER is per ſect. Marr. v. 48. 
It is alſo written, The diſciple is not above his maſter, 
But everyone that iSPERFECT SHALL BE AS HIS MASTER,” 
Luxe vi. 40. Now, love and wiſdom are the two grand 
eſſentials of the divine nature, and from theſe two eſſen- 
tial qualities Gop is conſtantly employed in correſpon- 
dent works. Such, then, alſo, is the man, who by the 
. falutary and redeeming proceſs of the new birth, is 
© created after Gop in righteouſneſs and true holineſs.” 
His heart and mind are filled with love and wiſdom, and 
he 1s conſtantly employed in the performance of ſuch 
works as are in agreement therewith ; ©* Whatever he 
doeth, whether in word or in deed, doing all to the 8 
of Gop.“ Cor. iii. 17. 
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CA P. VIII. 
Tux WORD or GOD. 


I. & Which are books of the word. The 
books of the word are all thoſe which have 
an internal ſenſe ; but thoſe which have not 
that internal ſenſe, are not the WORD. The 
books of the wor, in the Old Teſtament, are, 


the five books of Moſes, the book of Joſhua, 


the book of Judges, the two books of Samuel, 
the two books of Kings, the Pſalms of David, 
the prophets Iſaiab, Feremah, the Lamentati- 
ons, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hoſea, Joel, Amos, Oba- 
diah, Jonas, Micah, Nabum, Habakuk, Zepba- 
niab, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi ; and in the 
New Teſtament, the four Goſpels, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, Fohn, and the Apocalypſe. The 
reſt have not the internal ſenſe.” H. D. 266. 


II. © With regard to the writings of St. 


Paul, and the other apoſtles, I have not given 
them a place in my Arcana Cæleſtia, becauſe 


they are dogmatic writings merely, and not 


written in the ſtyle of the wok, as are thoſe 
of the prophets, of David, of the evangeliſts, 
and the revelation of St. John. The ſtyle of 
the worp conſiſts throughout of correſpon- 


dencies, and thence effects an immediate com- 


K muni- 


* 
<4 

þ 

1 

> 
2 
bs, 
7 
g 


a $--S - 4 EC, 
r 
4 ©. — £1 - Mie. * 


i} 

79 
J 

i 


ts — — 
2 2 - — 
A 99 - <a A 


6740 

munication with heaven; but the ſtyle of 
theſe dogmatic writings is quite different, 
baving, indeed, communication with heaven, but 
only mediately, or indirectly. The reaſon why 
the apoſtles wrote in this ſtyle was, that the 
new chriſtian church was then to begin 
through them ; conſequently the ſame ſtyle 
as is uſed in the worD, would not have been 
proper for ſuch doctrinal tenets, which re- 
quired plain and ſimple language, ſuited to the 
capacities of all readers. Nevertheleſs, the 
writings of the apoſtles are very good books for 
the church ; inaſmuch as they inſiſt on the doc- 
trine of charity, and faith thence derived, as 
ſtrongly as the Loxp himſelf has done in the 
goſpels, and in the revelation of St. Jobn, as 
will appear evidently to any one who ſtudies 
theſe writings with attention.” Letter to 
Dr. Beyer. 


Before the HoLy WORD be treated of, its nature, con- 
tents, &c. it is needful previouſly to ſhew what is meant 
thereby; eſpecially as many-are in the habit of receiv- 
ing for the word of Gop certain writings, which, al- 
though moſt excellent and valuable, have not, never- 
theleſs, quite ſo high an origin; not having deſcended 
fo directly and immediately from the Loxp. To this 
end the two preceding extracts are given ; wherein is 
plainly declared which writings are the word of Gop, 
and which are not. | OT 3 


'The 


1 


The reader will obſerve, that our BI BLS conſiſt of 
the Old Teſtament and the Nero; with both, however, 
there are bound up certain books which, however uſeful 
they may be, are not pivixnx. Thus, along with the 
Orp Teſtament, there are many books which, in the 
words of one of the thirty - nine articles, ** although they 
may be read for example of life and inftruftion of man- 
ners, are not to be applied to for the eftabliſhment of doc- 
trine; and, along with the New, are inſerted the acts 
of the apoſtles, and the epiſtles of the ſaints ; all of 
which, notwithſtanding their having been written by 
holy, enlightened men, and to be valued on that account, 
nevertheleſs are not the word of Gop. The word of 
Gop is the light itſelf, but the writings of the apoſtles are 
not the light itſelf, but only, like John the Baptiſt, 
bear witneſs unto it, Joan i. 7. The former is as the 
SUN ; but the latter are only as the planets revoly- 
ing around the ſun, and ſhining with a borrowed and 
reflected luſtre, The former, is the fountain and full- 
neſs of all heavenly truth ; but the /atter are only ſmall 
but valuable ſtreams proceeding from thence. The 
former is the Law and the TESTIMONY,” IsA. vili. 20. 
and in conſequence, to be received with implicit faith, 
and without appeal; the latter are not the law and the 
teſtimony, but are to be proved thereby, and to be re- 


ceived only becauſe they are in agreement therewith. 


The former, in ſhort, is the word of Gop ; but the lat- 
ter, of whom? of Paul, Apollos, and Cephas ; and ** who 
are theſe ® Was Paul crucified for us? or were we 
baptized in the name of Paul? 1 Co. i. 12. Who 


then is Paul? and who is Apollos 2 but miniſters BY 


whom we believe, even as the Lov gave to every nan. 
1 Cox. lui. 5. | 


The author, as is evident from the preceding ex- 
tracts, valued the apoſtolic writings as high as any 
K 2 other 
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other perſon; but in this he differed from others, that he 
valued the word , Gop unſpeakably higher. 


III. $ Its SPIRITUALITY, and wherein 


ſuch ſpirituality conſſis. Where men do not 


know that there is a certain ſpiritual ſenſe 
contained in the word, as the ſoul is in the 
body, they muſt of neceſſity judge of the word 
only from its literal ſenſe ; when, neverthe- 
leſs, the literal ſenſe 1s but like a caſket to con- 
tain the jewels of its ſpiritual ſenſe ; if, there- 
fore, this internal ſenſe be unknown, mankind 
cannot poſſibly judge of the divine ſanctity of 
the word, but as they would judge of a preci- 
ous ſtone by the matrix which covers and 
contains it, and which, in many caſes, ap- 
pears like an ordinary ſtone ; or as they would 
judge of diamonds, rubies, ſardonixes, ori- 
ental topazes, &c. by the outward cabinet of 
Jaſper, lapis lazuli, amianthus or agate where- 


in they are contained, and arranged in their 
reſpective order. Whilſt the contents of the 


cabinet are unknown, it is not to be wonder- 
ed at if the cabinet itſelf be eſtimated only ac- 
cording to the value of the viſible materials 
whereof it is made; and this is exactly the 
caſe with the word as to its literal ſenſe.” 
UF" 392, | 


IV. The 


(enn 


IV. * The ſenſe of the letter in reſpect 
to the internal ſenſe, is as the body to the 
ſoul; as man is ignorant of the /ozl, ſo is he 
of the ſpiritual ſenſe.” A. C. 1984. 


V. ec The internal ſenſe is to the literal 


ſenſe as man's interior, or celeſtial and ſpiri- 
tual principles, are to his exterior, or corporeal 
and natural principles: the former are in the 
light of heaven, the latter in the light of the 
world.“ A. C. 3438. 


VI. * Inſpiration imphes, that in all and 
ſingular parts of the word, as well hiſtorical 
as other, are contained celeſtial things which 
appertain to love or good, and ſpiritual things 
which appertain to faith -or truth ; conſe- 
quently, divine things.“ A. C. 1887. 


VII. The ſpiritual ſenſe of the word 
is not that which breaketh forth as light out 
of the literal ſenſe, whilſt a perſon is ſtudying 
and explaining the word, with intent to eſta- 
bliſh ſome particular tenet of the church; for 
this ſenſe may be called the hteral and eccleſi- 
aſtical ſenſe of the word; but the ſpiritual 
ſenſe doth not appear in the literal ſenſe, 


being refident within it, as the ſoul is in the 


body, or as the thinking principle of the un- 
| der- 
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the word was given to man, that he may have 
communication with heaven; and that the 
divine truth, which is in heaven, by influx 
may affect him.” A. C. 5247. 


XII. A revelation, or the word, is a 
common or general veſſel, receptive of things 
ſpiritual and celeſtial, and thus effective of 
conjunction between heaven and earth; which 
otherwiſe would have been in a ſtate of diſ- 
junction, to the utter ruin and deſtruction of 
the human race.” A.C. 1775. 


The above-taught truth, with regard to the ſpiritua- 


" lity of the word of Gop, hath univerſally prevailed a- 


mongſt the wiſe and good of all ages. At the coming 
of our Lonp, the Phariſees and Eſjenes joined to con- 
demn the Sadducees, who denied this, as they alſo de- 
nied the exiſtence of the ſoul and of a future life. The 
Primitive Chriſtians never opened their bibles without 
the uſe of that prayer of Davin, «© Lorp, open mine 
eyes, that 1 may ſee wondrous things out of thy law.” 
Ps. .cxix. 18. In the third century, Origen and his 
followers ſtrongly inculcated this opinion, as alſo 


have done innumerable theologians ſince that period. 


'The author illuſtrates the true nature of it by the 


compariſon which hath always been made uſe of 


for that purpoſe; teaching, that the ſpiritual ſenſe 


is to the letter as the ſoul to the body, This will be 


found a juſt compariſon; for, as the ſou! is very 
diſtin& from the body, conſiſting of ſpiritpal affe#tions 


and thoughts, and not in natural — words, and 
actions, 


41 9 


actions, ſo the glory of the ſpirit is perſectly diſtinct 
from the letter, and much ſuperiot thereto: but, as 
there is ſuch a correſpondency, connection, and like- 
neſs exiſting between the body and the /oul, that by 
means of natural words and works, as well as natu- 
ral expreflions of countenance, we can judge of, and 


communicate with, the thoughts and affections of tlie 


inward and hidden man; even ſo, through the medium 
of the letter, a prepared mind may communicate with 
the 18985 12 mark and — hich is contained within. 


77 , 


XIII. 8 Eu — of ſuch ſpirituality. 
That the word containeth an internal ſenſe 
may be confirmed by many rational conſide- 
rations; as by the following. 1. By the 
word, man hath connexion with heaven. 2. 
There are correſpondencies of things natural 
with things ſpiritual, and theſe latter things 
do not appear as they really are. 3. The 
ideas of interior thought are altogether diffe- 
rent from natural ideas, which fall into ex- 
preſſtons of ſpeech. 4. Man, even during 
his abode in the world, may be in heaven, 
(inaſmuch as he was born to live in both) 
by means of the word which is for both. 
5. An influx of a certain divine light attends 
ſome, flowing into their intellects and affec- 
tions whilſt the word is reading. 6. It is 
neceſſary ſomewhat ſhould be written which 
eame down from heaven; and conſequently 
that” that ſomewhat cannot be ſuch f in its 

L origin 
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origin as it is in the letter. 7. Nothing can 
be holy but by virtue of an holineſs from 
within. 


It alſo may be confirmed by ſcientific 
conſiderations ; as by the following—in old 
time men were principled in the doctrine of 
repreſentatives, the writings of the ancient 
church being according to ſuch doctrine ; 


hence the writings of ſeveral among the 


gentiles were according to the ſame doctrine. 
From this ground the ſtyle of thoſe writings 
became venerable, and was eſteemed as holy 


in the church and as learned among the hea- 


then. The books of ſeveral authors may be 


appealed to, as inſtances of this kind of wri- 
ting.” A. C. 2588. 


XIV. He 1 reaſoneth thus, (viz. 
againſt the ſanctity of the word) doth not 
reflect that Jenovan the Lorp, who is Gop 
of heaven and earth, ſpake the word by Meſes 


and the prophets, and that conſequently it muſt 


be divine truth; inaſmuch as what Jenovan 
himſelf, the Lozp, ſpeaketh can be nothing 
elſe; nor doth ſuch an one conſider that the 
Log, the faviour, - who is the ſame with 


Jeuovan, ſpake the word written by the 
Hi many No" by his own-mouth, 


and 


( 83 ) 

and the reſt by the ſpirit of his mouth, which 
is the HoLy Guos r, influencing the apoſtles. 
Hence it is, as he himſelf declareth, that in 
his words there is ſpirit and life; and that he 
is the light which enlighteneth, and that he 7s 
the truth. Vide Jons vi. 63. iv. 6. 10, 11. 
Joun xiv. 6. Jonn 1 LJ, 4, 3- UF 902 


It ĩs e * the Loxp gave the wond; Pra. 
viii. 11. and the various parts of the prophetical re- 
velations are prefaced thus: ** The word that came 
from the Lonp to me; ©** The Lorp batte to me; 
« The ſaying of the Loxp;”” and Thus ſaith the 
Lonp; whereby it is plain that ** the propheſy came 
not of old time by the will of man, but holy men of God 
ale as they were moved by the Holy Ghaft. 2 Pet. 
i. 21. With regard to the goſpels, they contain ſuch 
teachings of the Lorp as the Houy Gnosr brought to 
the remembrance of the Evangeliſts. Joux xiv. 26, It 
is plain, therefore, that the ſacred ſcriptures are truly 
&« the word of Gop, and not the word of men; and if 
ſo, they muſt of neceſſity be filled with wiſdom in an 
infinite degree. A moment's reflection will convince 
us that eyery word that is ſpoken, whoever may be the 
ſpeaker, muſt needs be filled with, and partake of, the 
eſſential nature of him who ſpeaketh : thus, the words 
of a devil muſt be filled with all a devil's folly; the 
words of an angel with all an angel's wiſdom ; and the 
words of Gop with the ineffable abundance of his infi- 
nitely intelligent mind, 


XV. « Hence we may conclude how 
great. wiſdom lieth concealed in the word 
1 2 | which 
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which we have here on earth ; for therein is 
hid all angelic wiſdom which is inexpreſſible; 
and every man is admitted into that wiſdom 
after death, who is made an angel by the 
Loxd through the word.” U. T. 242. 


The reader may recollect that it is written, “ For 
ever, O Lon, thy word is written in the heavens.” 
PsA. cxix. 89. and, furthermore, that Joun beheld, 
in heavenly viſion, ** the ark of the Teftament.”” Rev. 
xi. 19. Now, in the heavens; every thing is ſpiritual; 
and the inhabitants thereof have left the kingdom of 


time and ſpace for that of eternity and ftate: the 


LETTER of the word; however, is grounded in nat u- 
ral ideas, and relateth to the creation of natural 
worlds, taking natural! journies, or building natura! 
temples ; in order, therefore, that it may be underſtood 
by, and be profitable unto heavenly and angelic beings, 
it maſt aTuredly contain, diſtin& from the letter, a 
prone's ſenſe; which is batter adapted to their ſpiritual 
ſtates.” 


XVI. I ſpiritual things are not to be 
underſtood by theſe [literal ones] of what 
uſe are they?” A. E. 375, 458, et alibi. 


An attention to the ſpiritual uſes for which the 
HOLY woRD was written, muſt immediately convince 
every judicious mind of the exiſtence of that ſpiritual 
fenſe for which the author contends. The declared 
uſes are as follows: | 


1, To perfect the man of Gop, that he may be 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works. 2 Tix iii: 17. 


2. Tue ſpititual — of the church. 184. 
I. 10. 


* 
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3. To communicate life. PsA. cxix. 93. Joun 
vi. 63. 
4. Doctrine, reproof, correction, and inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs. 2 TIN. iii. 16. | 
gs. To convert the ſoul, make wiſe the ſimple, rejoice 
the heart, enlighten the eyes. PSA. xix. 7. 


6. To be a means of defence againſt ſpiritual ene: 
mies. Ern. vi. 17. 


7. Salvation. 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
8. Sanctification. Joan xvil. 17. 
9. Regeneration. 1 Per, i. 23. 


Let the reader enquire which of theſe intended uſes 
can be derived from a paſſage like the following, when 
literally underſtood :—** It ſhall come to paſs in that 
day that a man ſhall nouriſh a young cow and two ſheep ;_ 
and it ſhall come to paſs, for the abundance of milk that 
they ſhall give, that he ſhall eat butter; for butter and 
honey ſhall every one eat that is left in the land. ISA. 
vii. 21. It is plain that none of theſe uſes can bederiv- 
ed from this paſſage, or from many fimilar ones, when 
underſtood according to the letter; conſequently, if we 
acknowledge that they make a part of the word of God, 
we muſt confeſs that they contain ** a hidden wiſtom.”” 


XVII. The Lord taught the diſciples, 


after the reſurrection, as to what was written 


in Moſes and the prophets, and the pſalms, con- 
cerning him.” A. C. 1540. 

In order that the reader may ſee what are thoſe "TN 
ritual things concerning the Lozp which are contained 


in Moses, and the Pxorners, and the PSA, let 
him compare the following paſſages 
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Gen. lit. 15. 8 I 192 iii. 8.—Gen. Xviii. 178. 


XXII. 18. with Gal. it. 8. 16.—Exod. xvii. 6. with 


1 Cor. x. 4. N e XXx1. 8. with John iii. 14.—Pf. 
bexxix. 18, &c. with Col. i. 15. Rev. xix. 16.— Pf. 
cxvili. 22. with Matt. xxi. 42. Eph. 11.20. 1 Pet. ii. 7.— 
Pf, xxii. 15, 16, 18. with Matt. xxvii. 35. 46. John 
xix. 23, 24+—Pf. xvi. 10. with Acts ii. 31. xiii. 33. 


38. 1 Cor. xv. 4.—lfaiah vii. 14. with Matt, i. 20. 23. 


—lfaiah viii. 14. with Rom. ix. 33. 1 Pet. ii. 8. 


To the above teſtimony of the Lonxp to the ſpi- 
rituality of the holy word, we may add a ſimilar one 
of the Apoſtle PAuL—* For we find St. Paul. [ fays 
Locks) truly @ miniſter of the ſpirit of the laws; 
efpecially in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, where he ſhews 
what a ſpiritual sENSE runs THROUGHOUT the Moſaic 
inflitution and writings.” He ſhews us, that the /etter 
is only as the veil which concealed the brightneſs of 
the face of Moſes; that the hiſtory of ABRA Au and 
his fwo ſons is an allegory; and that MxLckIZzB DEX 
repreſented the Lorp : he ſhews us, in a word, that 
« the WHOLE diſpenſation was ſo conducted, as to be 


the figure and the ſhadow of a ſpiritual ſyſtem.” Brain, 


XVIII. Many paſlages are not 7nte/- 
ligible in the letter, and would not be ac- 
knowledged as the word of the Loxp, uuleſs 
they had in them ſuch a ſoul or life ; neither 
would they appear to be divine to any one 
who had not been taught from his infancy 
to believe that the word was inſpired, and 
conſequently holy. Who would know, for 
in 5 from the ſenſe of the letter, what 
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is ſignified by the things which Jacob ſpake 
to his ſons before his death. Vide Gen, xlix.“ 


A. C. 1984. 


XIX. $ The propheticals, © All things 
which are in the apocalypſe are prophetic, 
and the propheticals are inexplicable with- 
out the internal ſenſe: Who doth not ſee, 
in reading the prophets, that there are myſ- 
teries concealed therein, of higher meaning 
than the ſenſe of the letter; and becauſe 
theſe myſteries cannot be ſeen by the natural 
man alone, wherefore thoſe who hold the 
word holy, paſs by thoſe things which they 
do not underſtand, ſaying, that they contain 
myſteries of which they have no knowledge, 
which ſome call myſtic.” A. E. 95. 


From the things ſaid by Jacob, in Gen. 
xlix. it may manifeſtly appear, that there is 
another ſenſe in the word than what appears 
in the letter; for Jacob, who was then V 
rael, ſaith, that he will tell wh ſhall befall 
his ſons in the latter end of day, v. 1. and what 
he tells, and what he predicts, did not at r 


befall them.“ A. C. 6333. 


XX. What is ſaid of Davip, and 
what he ſhould be, in Ezekiel xxxvii. 24, 25. 
and 
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and in Hoſea ili. 5. was written by thoſe pro- 
Phets after the time of Davip ; whence it is 


evident, by David is meant the Loxp.” 
A. C. 1888. 


XXI. § The biforicals. © The mere hiſ- 
torical circumſtances contained. in the word, 


can by no means be the word; becauſe, when 


Eparate from the internal ſenſe, there is no 
more of a divine principle in them, than in 
any other hiſtorical relation: but the inter- 
nal ſenſe is the true ground of their divi- 
nity.” A. C. 1540. 


XXII The hiſtoricals contain a ſpiri- 
tual ſenſe, becauſe ſent down from the Loxp 
through heaven to man. Secondly, as being 
divine ; not only written for man, but alſo 
for the angels attendant on man, ſo as to ſerve 
not only for uſe to the human race, but for 
heaven; thus effecting an union.” A. C. 
XXIII. Whatever is written, either 
in the hiſtorical. or prophetical parts, hath 


reſpect to the Loxp, and hence, ine. D. 
of Ld. 14. 


That the hiftorical narratives contained in the word 
of Gop, although literally true, and ſuch as really 
3 were, nevertheleſs, repreſentative of certain 

ſpintual 


| ( 89 ) 

ſpiritual things, is ſufficiently plain from the expoſitions 
of the apoſtle Paur.. Speaking of the journey of the 
children of MVael, he faith, ** now all theſe things 
HAPPENED wnto them for TYPES | for that is the mar- 
ginal tranſlation] and were WRITTEN for our admoni- 
tion upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
1 Cor. x. 11. We learn alſo, in the letter, that ABRA- 
HAM, after obtaining a victory over his enemies, 
was refreſhed by MELCHIzEDEK with the bread and 
wine which he received at his hands; but we are in- 
ſtructed, both from the pſalms of Davip, aud the 
epiſtles of St. Paur, that this MeLOcmizEDEs was a 
repreſentative of our Loxd Jxsus CHRIsT ; who re- 
freſhes, as we know, with his own goodneſs and truth 
all thoſe who have obtained a victory over their ſpiritual 
adverſaries. 


We learn, again, from the letter, that this ſame patri- 


arch caſt out of his houſe the ſon which was born after 


the fleſſt, as ſoon as he began to mock and to perſecute the 
ſon which was born after the ſpirit : but both I8aran 
and St. Pau aſſure us that this is an ALLEGORY, and 
to be ſpiritually interpreted. It is repreſentative of the 
act of regeneration ; wherein man caſteth out ** the 
law of the members, and “ luſts of the fleſh,”” 
which war againſt “ the law of the mind, and the in- 
ward pirit, putting off the old man, and putting on 
the vew. It is alſo an hiſtorical fact, that the ſorcer- 
ers, at the inſtigation of Pyaroan, did oppoſe and re- 
fiſt Mosꝝs; and ſuch is related to us in the ſenſe of the 
letter; but the ſenſe of the /þirit is, that the evil- mind- 
ed do oppoſe and reſiſt the truth; for Even as Jan- 
RES and JAN NES (faith St. Pa ur.) did withſtand 
Moss, /o do theſe alſo reſiſt the rnurn; men of cor- 
rupt minds, of no judgment concerning the faith.” 


a Tims. iii. 8. 
M XXIV, 
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XXIV. The rites and ceremonies. 
* The land of Canaan repreſenteth the Lord's 


kingdom in the heavens and the earths, as 


may appear from many paſſages of the word; 
the reaſon 1s, becauſe in that land the repre- 
ſentative church was inſtituted, in which all 
and every thing repreſented the Lox p, and 
the celeſtial and ſpiritual things of his king- 
dom; nor were the rites and ceremonies 
alone of that church thus repreſentative, but 
alſo all things connected with the rites, both 
the perſons who miniſtered, and alſo the 
places where they miniſtered.” A. C. 1437. 


« The waſhings, and ſeveral things of a 
like nature, were enjoined and commanded 
the children of Iſrael, by reaſon that the 
church, eſtabliſhed among them, was re- 
preſentative; prefiguring the future chriſ- 
tian church: wherefore, when the Loxp 
came into the world, he aboliſhed the repre- 
ſentatives which were all external, and inſti- 
tuted a church wherein all things were to be 
internal; thus the Loxp put away figures, 
and revealed their true types and effigies, as 

when a perſon removeth a veil, or openeth a 
| door, and cauſeth the things within, not 
only to be ſeen, but alſo to be approached to. 


Of all thoſe repreſentatives the LoxD retained 
only 
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only two; which were to contain in one 
complex whatever related to the internal 
church; theſe two are baptiſin inſtead of 
waſhings, and the Holy Supper inſtead of the 
lamb which was facrificed every day, and 
particularly at the feaſt of the paſſover.“ 
U. T. 670, 


©« Baptiſm was enjoined as a means 
whereby regeneration might be had in re- 
membrance, and the Holy Supper as a means 
whereby remembrance might be had of the 
Lox, and of his love towards the univerſal 
human race, and of the reciprocal love of 


man to him.” A. C. 4904. 


It is here only needful to remind the reader, that the 
apoſtle calleth the rites, ceremonies, and ordinances of 
the Iſraelitiſh church, ©** Shadows of heavenly things, 
Hes. viii. 35. Figures for the time then preſent,” 
HRB. ix. 9. Shadows of good things to come. Col. 
ii. 17. and Patterns of things in the heavens.” Hes. 


IX. 23. 


XXV. & Similitudes. © The truths of 
the literal ſenſe of the word are, in ſome 
caſes, not naked truths, but anly appearances 
of truth, and like ſimilitudes and compariſons 
taken from ſuch things as are in nature, and 
thus accommodated and adequate to the ap- 
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prehenſion of ſimple minds and children; 
but, whereas they are at the ſame time cor- 
reſpondencies, therefore they are the recipi- 
ents and abodes of genuine truth; and are 
the containing veſſels, in like manner as a 
chryſtalline cup containeth pure and ex- 
cellent wine, or as a ſilver diſh containeth 
rich meats, or as garments contain the body 
which they cover; they are like the ſcientifics 
of the natural man, which comprehend in 
them the perceptions and affections of ſpiri- 
tual truth.” U. T. 215. 

„The reader will recollect that it is written, I have 


uſed $1MILtTUDEs Gy the _— Y the prophets,” 
Hos A xii. 10. 


XXVI. & Appearances. © In many paſ- 
ſages of the word we find anger, wrath, and 
revenge, attributed to Gop; and it is ſaid 
that he puniſbeth, caſteth into hell, tempteth, 
with many other things of like nature: 
now, where all this is believed in a childlike 
ſimplicity, and made the ground of the 
fear of Gop, and of care not to offend him, 
it doeth no hurt, by reaſon of ſuch ſimplicity 
of belief; but where a man fo confirmeth 
himſelf in this belief, as to be perſuaded that 
anger, wrath, revenge, and conſequently paſ- 


ſions which originate in evil, belong to _ 
an 
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and that, by reaſon of ſuch anger, wrath, 
and revenge, he puniſheth mankind, and 
caſteth them into hell, in this caſe the belief 
is hurtful, becauſe it deſtroyeth genuine 
truth, which teacheth that Gop is love it- 
ſelf, mercy itſelf, and goodneſs itſelf, and 
of conſequence that he cannot be angry, 
wrathful, or revengeful. Where ſuch evil 
paſſions, then, are attributed in the word 
to Gop, it is owing to appearance only, for 
ſuch things are but eppearances of truth.” 
U. T. 256. | 


On the ſubject of theſe appearances of truth, it may 
be obſerved, that it cannot but appear to the natural 
man that the Loxp is a Gop of anger, wrath, fury, &c. 
as well as the efficient cauſe of all the evil that befalls; 
even as a father appeareth wrathful and furious to the 
diſobedient child; or as the righteous judge appeareth 
unmerciful to the puniſhed criminal: whilſt the natural 
man, therefore, is ſuffering the unhappineſs which is 
the inevitable conſequences of his evils, or is under an 
apprehenſion of ſuffering it, he talks of the divine 
wengeance, the divine fury, and Gop's, implacable 
_ *orath ; and, as one principal uſe of the Hol worp. is 
the reformation of the evil, it is, therefore, mercifully 
adapted ta their ſtates, and written, in general, accord- 


ing to ſuch appearances , 


Thus, for example, the prophet ſpeaks of being 
« full of the fury of the Lord,” Is. li. 20. and the 


Long faith that he will © repay FURY #0. bis aduer- 
ſaries.”" 


I 
| 
| 


cauſe in the literal ſenſe he internal is open 
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aries,” Is. hx. 18, when the real and ſpiritual truth is 
what the Lozp ſpeaks in Is. xxvii. Furr is not in me.” 


It is written, again, that“ The anger of the Loxp 
was againſt Israel, and at moved Davip againſt them 
to fay, go, number Iſuel and Fudan; 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. 


The real and ſpiritual truth, however, is ſuch as is ex- 


prefſed in 1 Cnron. xxi. where it is written, „Sa- 
TAN ſtood up againſt IsRAEL, and provoked Davip 10 
number ISRAEL.” 


It is alſo an appearance of truth that the Lon is the 
author of the evils of temptation; agreeable to which 
it is written, that ** Gop did tempt Abraham; Gen. 
XX11. 1. but the pure and genuine truth is as it is ex- 


prefled by St. James, that © Gop tempteth no man :: 


but every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed.” Janes 1.13, 14. 


Compare, alſo, Exod. vii. 13. with Exod. viii. 15. 
and Matt. x. 28. with Hoſea xii. 9. Rev. ix. 11. 
Such are the eppearances which the author alluded to in 
the above quotation. 


XXVII. $ The letter and the ſpirit are 


ſometimes alike, © The literal ſenſe doth not 
appear in genuine truths, except where it 
teacbeth concerning the LoRD, and the eſſential 


way of Salvation.” Prov. 231. 


XXVIII. © The reaſon why there is an 


encreaſe of good and truth with man derived 
from the literal ſenſe is, becauſe in that ſenſe 
all and ſingular things are divine, and be- 
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in many paſſages; as where it is ſaid in the 
Old Teſtament, by the prophets; that the 
LorRD would come to be ſalvation to the hu- 


man race; that all the law and the prophets 
teach only love to Gop and our neighbour; 


that to commit murder 1s to bear hatred, for 


he who hateth another committeth murder 
every inſtant. Theſe are truths of the inter- 


nal ſenſe in the literal, not to mention 


others.“ A. C. 3440. 
XXIX. © The doctrine of genuine 


truth may alſo be fully drawn from the li- 


teral ſenſe of the word; for the word in 


that ſenſe is like a perſon with his cloaths 


'on, whoſe face notwithſtanding is bare, and 
his hands alſo are bare; and thus all things 
in the word which appertain to the faith and 
life of man, and conſequently to ſalvation, are 
bare and naked, but the reſt are covered and 
eloathed; and in many places, where they 
are cloathed, they appear through their 
cloathing, as objects appear through a thin 
veil of ſilk thrown over the face.” U. T. 229. 


Although it ſhould be well remembered that, in 
general, the Lonp hath caſt over all the glory a 
covering, Is Al An iv. 5. Vet, at the ſame time, it 
ſhould not be forgotten that there are a few exceptions. 


There are a few naked truths which are expreſſed 
| without 
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without Amlitude, sallegory, figure, ot dppearance ; 

much in the ſame manner as, at the time when the 
Sux is concealed from view by dark and gloomy 0 

clouds, a few bright rays of light do ſometimes pene- 

ttate through the interſtices, and communicate heavenly 
ſpleudour to a world that would otherwiſe be quite tl 

in the ſhade. The following, for example, are 
ſpintual truths, expreſſed in a language ſo clear and 9 
plain that The way-faring man, altho' a fool, cannot Þ 
err therein.” Is. xxxv. 8. Hear, O Iſrael, the Loxp n 
thy Gov is one Lorp ; and thou ſhalt love the Lon 1 
thy Gop with all thine heart, and ſoul, and mind, and - 
 flrength, and thy neighbour as thyſelf.”” Marr. xxii. 
7 37. *©* Look unto me and be ye ſaved, all ye ends of 
the earth; for I am Gop, and beſides me there is none 
elſe.” Is. xlv. 22. If yo would enter into life, keep the 
commandments.” MATT. xix. 17. Theſe -are ſome of 
the bright rays of heavenly light, which ſhine without 
a cloud; to the end that thoſe who are not yet ſuffici- 
ently enlightened to behold wondrous things out of 
the law, or to perceive the hidden wiſdom, may be 
made acquainted with all that is needful to be known, 

ot requiſite to ſalvation. 
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XXX. & The word thus written, is accom- 
modated to all flates. Many things con- 
tained in the word, are appearances of truth, 

and not naked truths, and many things are 
adapted to the apprehenſion of the mere na- 
tural man, yet, in ſuch a manner, that the 
fimiple may anderſiand them in fimplicity, the 
intelligent in intelligence, and the wiſe, in i = £ 
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XXXI. The word appears to every 
one according to his quality.” A. C. 3438. 


XXXII. & To the unregenerate. © A fur- 
ther purpoſe herein [viz. in the appearances 
of the letter] is, that they who are not 
principled in love, may be kept in fear; and 
may thus be impreſſed with awe towards the 
Lok, and fly to him for deliverance.” A.C. 


2395. 


Were the Lord to ſpeak unto the unregenerate, not 
in the voice of terror, but in the voice of love, not in 
the language of thoſe apparent truths which, for the 
moſt part, conſtitute the letter of the word, but in the 
language of purely ſpiritual truth, it is probable that they 
would rely too much upon the divine love, mercy, long- 
ſuffering and forgiveneſs, to the neglect of the ordained 
means of grace: they would diſregard, it is probable, 
the great work of their reformation, not ſeeing its ne- 
deſſity; and would never rouſe themſelves to ſaving 
exertions, not conceiving them needfu]. It is requi- 
ſite, therefore, that the glory of the ſpirit be obſcured 
by the clouds of the letter. . The being whom they 
have diſobeyed muſt be repreſented as a Gop of ter- 
rors; his fury muſt be ſpoken of, his anger, venge- 
ance, and implacability; for it is only with ſuch lan- 
guage, as reaſon and experience teſtify, that the hand 
of the Lonp can be powerfully operative upon the 
generality of the wicked and impenitent; only thus 
that they can be effectually addreſſed, until the arrival 
of that better period, when perfect Love hath caſt 
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out FEAR,” and they are able ts endure the unclouded 
light of heaven. 


Again, if ©* THoss things of the ſpirit of Gop,” 
had been plainly revealed, which are now hidden 
beneath types and figures, the wicked and impenitent 
would reject them, and ** trample upon them, even 
as © the ſwine. upon pearls; ſeeing that te na- 
tural man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of Gop, 
for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know 


them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 1 Cor. 


ii. 13. If the Jews, for example, (who were “ 4 


nation void of counſel, and in whom there was no 
underſtanding,””) had been addrefled in the chriſtian 


| «* plainneſs of ſpeech,” 2 Co. iii. 12. and not in the 


language of fypes and figures, they would have fled 
from the inſtruction, even as they fled from the ſhining 
face of Mosks; which they were not able ftedfaftly to 
behold until it was ſhaded and obſcured by a veil. 
It is needful, therefore, that the ſpiritual wiſdom be 
concealed, as much as poffible, from the view of the 
natural man; that the ſpiritual femple be defended by 
a roof and walls; the celeſtial tabernacle, for its 
ſafety, and for the ſake of thoſe who would otherwiſe 
prophane it, be furrounded with veils and curtains, 
within which the unholy and unregenerate are not in 
any wiſe to enter. There is cat over all the 
glory, therefore a covering; Isa. iv. 5. and only 
thoſe are admitted into the light of the holy place, 
and permitted to eat of the holy bread, who have 


_ waſhed at the laver, and duly prepared themſelyes by 
the purification of a ſincere repentance. The noble 
and fruitful vine of ſpiritual truth is defended by 


the kedge of the letter, leſt the wild boar out of the 
woods, and the wild Beaſts out of the field, ſhould 
root 
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root it up and devour it. Ps. Ixxx. The © city of 
truth, Zecn. viii. 3. is defended by the“ iron pan 
Cor iron ſlate ) againſt the aſſaults of thoſe who ** /ef 
their face againſt it and beſiege it; EzEx. iv. 3. and 
thus the natural minded, how much ſo ever they may 
deſpiſe the letter, are not permitted to prophane and 
to injure the /þirit: they may part the Loxp's rAt- 
MENT among them, but the vEsTURE, the under COAT, 
they are not permitted to divide; for it is ſecured and 
preſerved by a peculiar providence, 


XXXIII, & To thoſe who are in error. 
e Whoſo is in ſimple good, and in ſimpli- 
city believes the word according to its literal 
ſenſe, is gifted with the faculty of perceiving 
truths when he is inſtructed in another life 
by angels; in the mean time, the few truths 
that appertain to him are vivified by inno- 


cence and charity, and the falſe principles 


which alſo infuſe themſelves in the ſhade of his 
zgnorance, are not hurtful, not being con- 
Joined to good, but being withheld therefrom, 
as it were in the circumferences, whereby 
they can be eaſily caſt out.” A. C. 3436. 


Fallible as men are, they cannot wholly be preſerved 


from error; nay, perhaps, ſome are not capable of 


receiving any thing better : howbeit, it does not in 
every caſe condemn; on the other hand, to a conſci- 
entious mind, even errors may be bleſſed and ſancti- 


fied. Even in the cloud the bright bow may ſhine. 
But, if the wonp were not written ſo as to appear fa- . 
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vourable to theſe errors, then, to one claſs of men, it 
would comparatively be of little ſervice. It is, there- 
fore, ſo formed; the*rETTER is the ſword of the 
cherub- which turneth every way: every profeſſor, 
whatever may be his peculiar opinions, can turn it to 
. favour them, and thus all are fed, and all are ſatisfied. 


XXXIV. 8 To babes in Curisyr. © In 
the courſe of man's regeneration he is led of 
the Lox, firſt as an infant, afterwards as a 
child, next as a young man, and laſtly, as an 
adult. The truths which he learns, as an in- 
fant child, are altogether external and corporeal, 
for as yet he 7s unable to apprebend interior 
truths ; thoſe truths are no other than know- 
ledges of ſuch things as contain in their in- 


moſt principles things divine.” A. C. 3665. - 


XXXV. © The ſenſe of the letter is 
ſerviceable to the ſimple, to initiate them in- 
to the internal ſenſe.” A. C. 4783. 


XXXVI. It is according to the faith 
of the ſimple.” A. C. 7632. 


The mind of man is not all at once opened to the 


higheſt ſummit of ſpiritual intelligence; but there are, 
on the other hand, ſix fteps to aſcend before we can 
be ſeated on the throne of SoLomon ; various degrees 
of knowledge to paſs through, in regular ſucceſſion, 
before. we can be perfected in wiſdom and judgment; 
various ages to paſs. through, and growths in wiſdam 
and ſtature, before we are came unto a perſect man. 

2 Saint 


—_ * e w@od 


(nod } 


Saint Paul ſaw this clearly; and, therefore, adapted 
his food to the various ages of his hearers. Although 
it was his conſtant practice to “ Det wispon to the 
PEREECT, yet to others he ſpake very differently. 
« I ſpeak unto you, ſaith he, as unto children, © I 
Speak after the manner of men, becauſe of your infir- 
mities. I could not ſpeak unto you as unto ſpiritual 
but as unto carnal, even as unto BABES in CurisT.” 
« T have fed you with MILK, and not with MEAT, Be- 
cauſe hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet 
now are ye able He alſo gives a reaſon for ſo doing, 
and juſtifies his practice by ſaying, ** Every one that 
uſeth MILK is unſkilful in the word of unrighteouſneſs, 
For he is a babe; but sTRONG MEAT belongeth to them 
that are of full age ; even thoſe who, by reaſon of uſe, 
have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and evil. 
And again, Except ye utter words eaſy to be under- 
food, how ſhall it be known what is ſpoken ; for ye 
ſhall ſpeak in the air.” Thus the apoſtle ſaw the 
propriety of accommodating his inſtructions to the 
ſtates of his readers and hearers ; and, if the aps/tle 
was wiſe and prudent enough to purſue this practice, 
we muſt afſuredly expect the ſame of that Loxp from 
whom his prudence and wiſdom were derived: and, 
on examination, we ſhall find this peculiarly the cha- 
rater of the word of Gov. It is thus mercifully 
provided, that the little child SAMUEL, 1. e. thoſe who 
are young in ſpiritual things, ſhall ** came before Gon 
in an ephod, an outer garment, taken from the let- 
ter of the word; and alſo that his mother ſhall bring 
him a little coat year after year; as they grow in ſta- 
ture they ſhall grow in wiſdom; and, in proportion as 
they aſcend to the higher degrees of holineſs, they ſhall 
receive from the won yet higher degrees of intelli- 


gence, The Loro “ quencheth not the ſmoking flax 
(the 
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(the dimly burning flax) neither doth he break the 
bruiſed reed.” IsA. xlii. 3. It is his practice to bend 
and not to breat; by natural, introductory truths, to 
% teach the young ideas how to ſhoot,” and, with ten- 
der hand, gradually to give the ſapling its proper in- 
elination and direction. He © poeth before ut in a 
cloud by day; tempering the light to our infant capa- 
cities, by means of the cloud of the letter, and re- 
ſerving the higher things of his ſpirit for that higher 


period when he knows that we are better capable of 


* bearing them. Jour xvi. 12. 


It may be uſeful to illuſtrate this gradual revelation 
of truth by examples. 


In the days of ſpiritual infancy, we have no idea 
of any other blood of Cnursr, than that which in 
mercy was ſhed upon Calvary; A. C. 4735; but, 
having “ encreaſed in wiſdom,” we begin to perceive, 


that as the blood is the Litre,” Dur. xi. 23. and 
as the life of CartsT is evidently his holy ſpirit, ſo the 


holy ſpirit is that ſanctifying, redeeming, purifying, 


*« BLOOD of the new covenant,” which effecteth the 


ſalvation of the ſoul. 


PR 


In the former ſtate, we have no idea of any other 


reſurrection than that of the natural, earthly, and 


material body, which, we imagine, is to be raiſed at 
ſome diſtant period, by the almighty hand of Gop ; but 
afterwards, we clearly perceive, that the dead arr 
raiſed.” Luxx xx. 37. and that, although it is moſt 
true, that we are to *© fear him who is able to deftroy 


both foul and body in hell,” Marr. x. 28. yet there is 


not only a natural body, but alſo a ſpiritual body,” 
1 Cox. xv. 44. and it is this, /þiritua! body which is 
the object of future ſufferings, agreeable to what is 

written, 


* 


( 103 ) 
written, ** The rich man alſo died and was BURIED; 
and in HELL HE LIFTED UP HIS EYES, BEING IN TOR® 
MENTS.” LUKE xvi. 22, 23. By the reſurreftion we 
then underſtand a riſing of the foul into the world of 
diſembodied ſpirits. Vide Luke xxiii. 43. 


In the former ſtate we have no idea of any advent 
of the Lory than merely a perſonal one; but we at- 
terwards perceive, that there are certain /piritual ad- 
vents which are of unſpeakable importance; Jon xiv, 
18. 23. Rev. iii. 20. as, for example, an advent, or 
coming of the Loxp, to the foul, by a communication 
of the ſpirit and life of his own divine worD ; Jo vi. 
63. agreeable to the right underſtanding of the follow- 
ing paſſage ; © Lo! I came in the volume of the book 
written of me. Ps. xl. 7. 


To theſe examples, elucidatory of the gradual re- 
velation of divine truth, we ſhall only add, that the 
mere natural man believes, that every perſon, without 
exception, is his neighbour; whereas, the more i- 
ritual believer hath diſcovered that he is the true neigh- 
bour who ſheweth mercy, Luke x. 37. The former 
believes, that good works are confined to frequenting 
Churches, diſtributing alms, &c. the latter, that every 
work (whether of word or action) is a good work that 
is wrought in Gop,”” and proceedeth from a good 
motive. CoL. iii. 17. 23. 1 CoR. x. 31. xv. 18. 


XXXVII.$ The enlightened. © The ge- 
nuine ſenſe of the word none others under- 
ſtand than thoſe who are enlightened; and 
thoſe only are enlightened who are principled 
in love and faith towards the Loxp; for the 

. interiors 
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interiors of ſuch are elevated by the Lord 
into the light of heaven.” H. D. 253. 


© XNXXVIII. © Whoſo reads the word to 
the end that he may grow wiſe; that is, may 
do what 1s good and underſtand what 1s true, 
is inſtructed according to ſuch end, and 
according to the affection thereof; for the 
Loxp flows in whilſt he knows not 'and 
illuminates his mind, and wherein he heſi- 
_ tates gives underſtanding from other paſ- 
ſages.” A. C. 3436. h 


XXXIX. They who are principled in 
the love of good, arc enabled to ſee the things 
appertaining to that love, and conſequently 
the truths which are in the word; and this 
according to the meaſure and the quality of 
their love of good; for, in this c there 
flows from heaven, that is, from the Lox, 


light or intelligence. Hence it is that no 


one can ſee and acknowledge 
things of the word, unleſs h 
good as to life. A. C. 379 


interior 


That the wiſdom of God in a myſtery,” is capable 
of being revealed unto thoſe who are duly prepared for 
it, is evident; for it is written, The ſecret of the 
Lord is with thoſe who fear kim. Ps. xxv. 14. On 
kim who rode upon the white horſe, and who was 
called 


4. 


— — 


( 105 ) 
called the wonp or Gop, there was © a name written, 
 *vhich no one knew but himſelf.”” REvEL. xix. 12. this 
is, evidently, the hidden wiſdom”” of the holy word ; 
which, as no one knoweth it but the Lorp, ſo thoſe 
only in whom the Lonp abideth. Thoſe, however, in 
whom the Lonp abideth with the fullneſs of his grace 
and truth, are enabled, according to the degree of 


their heavenly intelligence and illuſtration, to arrive 
at proportionate degrees of this ſpiritual wiſdom. Their 


* underſtandings are opened that they may underfland 


the ſcriptures.” LUKE xxiv. 45. their eyes are opened, 
that they may behold wondrous things out of the law. 
PsA. cxix. 18. and, even as thoſe who poſſeſs a ſtrong 
perception, may perceive in the natural countenance 
of another the hidden things of the ſoul, fo theſe 
ſpiritual minded perſons are enabled to perceive in 


the letter of the worp, thoſe things of the Spirit of . 


Gop, to which the letter correſponds. A voice of in- 
ſtruction proceedeth from the letter, as from the breaſt- 
plate of righteouſneſs on the ephod of AARON; or as 
from the cherubim over the ark, or as from the bright 
cloud which over-ſhadowed the diſciples at the frans- 


Figuration; and they thus, notwithſtanding the appa- 


rent obſtacles, do walk in the light of the ſanctuary, 

feaſt upon the hidden manna, and drink of that river, 
clear as cryſtal, which proceedeth from the throne 
of Gop, 
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CLP. IX. 


The leading tenets of modern profe ore contra ſted with 
thoſe of the 42 of CHURCH. 


cakes * 


«© THE reaſon why-the faith of the new 
church cannot abide together with the faith 


of the former, or preſent church, is, becauſe 
they do not agree together in one-third, no 


not in one-tenth part of their doctrines : for 
the faith of the former church teacheth that 
three divine perſons have exiſted from eternity, 


each whereof ſingly or by himſelf is Gop, as 
ſo many creators; but the faith of the new 


church teacheth that only one divine perſon, 


_ conſequently only one Gop, hath exiſted 


from eternity, and that there is no other 


Gop beſides him. The faith of the former 


church, therefore, hath maintained the ex- 
iſtence of a divine trinity divided into three 
perſons; but the faith of the new church 
maintaineth the exiſtence of a divine trinity 
united in one perſon. The faith of the former 
church was directed towards a Gop inviſible, 
unapproachable, and with whom there could 
be no conjunction; the idea formed of him 


being like that of ſpirit, which is like an idea 


of æther or of wind; but the faith of the 
| | N new 
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new church is directed towards a Cop vi/iole, 
approachable, and capable of conjunction, in 
whom the inviſible and unapproachable Gop 
dwelleth, as the ſoul, doth in the body, and 
of whom an idea may þe- formed as of a man, 
becauſe the one Gop who exiſted from eter- 
nity was made man in time. The faith of 
the former church attributeth all power to an 
inviſible Gop, and none to a viſible one, for 
it infiſteth that Gop the father imputeth 
faith, and thereby conferreth eternal life, and 
that the viſible Gop only intercedeth ; and 
that both, or, according to the Greek church, 
Gop the father alone, giveth to the Holy 
Ghoſt (who is a third ſelf-exiſting Gop) all 

power of operating the effects of that faith; 

but the faith of the new church attributeth 
to the viſible Gop, in whom the invifible 
dwelleth, all power of imputing, and alſo of 
operating the effects of ſalvation. The faith 
of the former church is directed principally 
towards Gop as creator, and not towards him 
at the ſame time as redeemer and ſaviour ; but 
the faith of the new church is directed to- 
wards one Gop, who at the ſame time is creator, 
redeemer, and ſaviour. The faith of the for- 


mer church infiſteth, that when faith is once 
Til | given 
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given and imputed, repentance, remiſſion of 
ſins, renovation, regeneration, ſanctification, 
and ſalvation, follow of themſelves, without any 
thing of man being mixed or joined together with 
them ; but the faith of the new church teach- 
eth repentance, reformation, regeneration, and 
the remiſſion of ſins thereby, through man's 
co-operation. * The faith of the former church 
allerteth the imputation of ChRIST's merit, 
as embraced by faith conferred; but the faith 
of the new church teacheth an imputation 
of good and evil; aud at the ſame time of faith ; 
and that this WERE. is agreeable to holy 
ſeripture, whereas the other is contrary there- 
to. The former church maintaineth a giving 
of faith, wherein is the merit of CuRIsr, 
whilſt man 1s as a ſtock or a ſtone, and like- 
wiſe aſſerteth a total impotence in ſpiritual 
things; but the new church teacheth a faith 
' altogether different, directed not to the merits 
of CHrIsT, but towards Jesus CHRIST him- 
ſelf as Gop, as redeem er and ſaviour, aſſerting 
a freedom of will in man both to apply bimfelf to 
reception and to co-operate with it. The for- 
mer church adjoineth charity to its faith as 
an ix, but as not having any ſaving efficacy, 
and thus formeth its religion ; but the new 
| church 
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church joineth together faith towards the 
Lord, and charity towards one's neighbour, 
as two inſeparable things, and thus formeth 
religion; not to mention ſeveral other in- 
ſtances of diſagreement.” U. T. 647. 


We ſhall only obſerve on the ſubje& of this ex- 
tract, which ſo ſtrikingly contraſts the reſpective te- 
nets of the old church and the new, that it is not by any 
means the defire of the latter to depreciate the doc- 
trine of the merits of Cn ist, as it is taught in sacnRD 
SCRIPTURE, although they cannot help rejecting it as it 
is now unhappily miſunderſtood. That ſuch 1s the caſe 
is evident from the following quotation :— 


Inaſmuch as all goodneſs and truth are from the 
Lox, aud nothing from man, and, inaſmuch as the 
goodneſs which is from man is not goodneſs, it is a plain 
conſequence that all merit belongeth unto the Lov, and 
none unto man, The merit of the Lord is this; that he 
wrought ſalvation for mankind by his own power, and 
likewiſe that he continueth to ſave all thoſe who do good 
from him. Hence it is that in holy ſcripture he is cal- 
led juſt, or righteous, to wwhom the merit and righteouſ- 
neſs of the Lord are aſcribed (addicantur) and he is 
called unrighteous to whom are aſcribed his own righ- 
teouſneſs and his own merit.” H. D. 1885. 


The reader will now find before him, in the doc- 
trines of the two churches, two ſyſtems of theology, as 
diſtinct from each other as the brilliant light of noon- 
day is diſtin& from the gloomy ſhades of night. Both 


cannot be true, aud one of them muſt, May he be 
wiſe 
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wiſe enough to employ that rationality which is given 
him for the purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing, in earneſtly, yet 
candidly, ** proving all things; and may he exerciſe 
that freedom of will which is given him for the pur- 
poſe of chuſing, in 9 yet charitably, Holding 

faſt what is bet. 
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It is probable, that in endeavouring to obſerve that 
conciſeneſs which may be expected in a work that is 
profeſſedly a 8Umwary view, the Editor may, 
in ſome inſtances, have expreſſed himſelf in a man- 
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er i explicit than many of his readers may defire, 


can truly ſay, however, that it will a+ all times 


ford him peculiar happineſs, tu return the beſt reply 


whick he) is able tu give, ta any doubts or enquiries 
that may be addreſſed th him, free of poſtage, by any 
ſerious and candid correſpondent, on any f tae 
above mentioned ſ. . 
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